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mind of the girls the most
after the love relationship
with boys. 10

The crisis associated with
the teenage years does not
necessarily have to be
limited to the insecurity of
the young women regard-
ing their looks and attrac-
tiveness. This kind of in-
security is created in them
by a society in which there
is too much attention and
emphasis put on women’s
beauty, and a society in
which being a sex symbol
is the subject of advertise-
ments displayed on a daily
basis. Constantly display-
ing images of models,
and other
women who have almost
perfect bodies and beauty,
the mass media portrays
them to the youth as ideals
and role models, to whom
the gates of the riches and
of glory have been
opened. Hence they make
it a never-ending desire
and need for girls to try to
imitate and identify with
them. I say a never-ending
desire and need because of
the fact that these ideals
are displayed nonstop
through model runways,
movies, television shows,
and fancy articles in
magazines, as if being
physically attractive is the
only reason to be alive for,
and to feel satisfied and
happy with ones life.
Fashion and beauty maga-
zines, in particular, which
are one of the best selling
publication categories, are
saturated with interviews
with beautiful stars, mod-
els, and glamorous women
who are to reveal the se-
crets to their success to the
readers. They show them
the way to becoming pros-
perous in life, the symbols
of which are supposed to
be these idolized people
themselves.

Such conditions, in which
young women are SO
highly exposed to these
role models and heroines,
leave them with no choice
but to constantly compare
themselves with  these
symbols of beauty, and
increasingly pay attention

movie stars,

to their physical flaws and
shortcomings in doing so.
And then, when in the
real world they observe
the much higher attention
given to more attractive
women, they feel all the
more insecure regarding
their appearance, and be-
come worried and enter
crisis because of their
relative unattractiveness.
Consequently, they be-
come obsessively en-
gaged in trying to make
themselves look more
beautiful and sexy.

This is where all the lean-
ings regarding fashion
and beauty, which we saw
examples of in “Teen”
magazine, turn into a seri-
ous matter and a real need
for young women. The
millions of copies being
sold are a reminder of
how the contents offered
by these
which are trying to cater
to the unnecessary needs
that the publications
themselves cause, are of
such high seriousness and
popular demand.

Because of this, the main
concern of the magazines
targeting girls and young
women is working on the
body. For example, the
American magazine
“Seventeen” has an article
in its July 1995 edition
that is titled, “Do You
Hate Your Body?” Even
though the writer suggests
in this article some ways
to fight this kind of feel-
ing, she accepts at the
same time that this is a
very hard thing to do in a
world that “your body is
very, very important.” 11
In the same issue of the
“Teen” magazine men-
tioned earlier, the article
titled “All my friends say:
you’re beautiful, but I’'m
ugly” serves as another
example of the many arti-
cles of this kind. At the
time that young women
are dealing with identity
crisis and decline in their
self-confidence, these
articles continuously
bombard them, emphasiz-
ing the importance of
having beautiful body and
looks. By doing so, they
turn their identity crises

magazines,

into a seeing-an-ugly-self
Crisis.

Therefore, girls do not
have a “seeing an ugly
self” crisis on a natural
basis. Rather, it is the so-
ciety that causes this kind
amongst its
youth, for the purpose of
business and economical
enhancement. I speak of
society because publica-
tions, as a social and ex-
ternal factor, are only a
part of the collective eco-
nomic situations and the
enormous machine of
advertisements that are
continuously busy encour-
aging girls and women to
engage in self beautifica-
tion. If we add up the
prevalent patriarchic mor-
als and culture and the
teachings of parents, who
themselves are victims of
the existing system of
training, then it becomes
easier to see the different
aspects of the larger pic-
ture: the sum of the fac-
tors that lead young
women towards such cri-
sis.

If society used the energy
that it uses in order to
promote and teach the
importance of being sexy
and beautiful, for other
purposes, such as promot-
ing humanity and sense of
social responsibility
among the youth, then we
would see a significant
difference. Instead of see-
ing the “seeing an ugly
self” crisis among the
young people, we would
witness their enthusiasm
and efforts towards help-
ing to bring about an at-
mosphere of kindness,
humanity, and social re-
sponsibility ~ within  the
society. If teenagers are
facing identity issues, it is
because they are actively
trying, as natural to their
specific age range, to find
a personality and identity
for themselves, which is
the general cause of the
crisis that is observed. The
options that we offer them
are what determine the

of crisis

fate of this crisis.
Bem’s gender scheme 2
gives a good example
regarding this issue. Ac-
cording to Dr. Bem’s the-
ory, when gender differ-
ences exist in a society,
the image that girls make
of themselves is based on
the male and female char-
acteristics explained and
taught to them by the so-
ciety. For instance, in a
society that assigns men
as leaders of the work
force, girls choose less
significant roles for them-
selves because of this
sexual characteristic.
Women’s role models are
significant determinants in
the identities that a soci-
ety’s women take on. For
instance, the number and
proportion of female sci-
entists in mass media,
such as television, play a
very important role in
determining young
women’s interest in sci-
ence.

In addition, according to
Kelly’s explanation 1985,
mass media plays an im-
portant role in the pre-
dominantly
nature of science, and this
influences how attractive
science is to females.

On the other hand, scien-
tists in the United States
have found that girls usu-
ally lose interest in sci-
ence between the ages of
9 and 14 (1982) 13, and
they deviate from science
related careers during the
years of high school
(Bruer, 1984). In addition,
female scientists fall be-
hind in their jobs as com-
pared to male scientists on
a general basis (Smith,
1992).

Among those who have
received awards for scien-
tific accomplishments
between the years of 1992
and 93, only 39% of the
ones with a master’s de-
gree, and 31% of the ones
with a doctorate, in agri-
cultural, biological, and
physical sciences 14 were
women. In addition, only

masculine

15% of all the awardees
had a master’s degree, and
10% doctorates, in engi-
neering sciences. An addi-
tional wuseful statistics
shows that only 8% of
engineers and 27% of
biologists who were em-
ployed in the beginning of
1996 were women. '°
These are all just sam-
ples of clear observa-
tions demonstrating the
important role that pub-
lications play in the
shaping of the charac-
teristics and personality
of women, causing them
to look at themselves as
merely objects of beauty
and sex.

“Do Boys’ Publications
Do the Same Thing?”
“Are There Such Maga-
zines Available Among
Girls’ Publications?”

1- Merlyn Gardner, Role
Models in Media, Girls
Go on Dates , Boys Go to
Work, Christian Science
Monitor, May 2, 1997, p.
12.

2-  Media Report to
Women Nov. - Dec. 1987.
3- Media Report to
Women. March - Aprill,
1986.

4- Psychology of Women
Quarterly. Sept. 1988.

5- Teen Magazine, May
1998.

6- SRDS, Consumer
Magazine Advertising
source, Oct. 1998, Vol.
80, No. 10.

7- Bill Katz, Linda Stern-
berg Katz, R.R. Bowder's,
Magazines for Libraries,
9th edition, 1997.

8- SRDS, Consumer
Magazine Advertising
source, Oct. 1998, Vol.
80, No. 10.

9- Hillary Carlip, Girl
Power, Young Women
Speak Out, NY, 1995, p.
53.

10- Joan Jacobs Brum-
berg, the Body Project.

11- Hillary Carlip, Girl
power, Young Women
Speak Out, NY, 1995,
p-53.

12- Journal of Broadcast-
ing and Electronic Media,
V.42, n 1, Winter 1998,
p. 142.

13- Skolnick, Langbort, &
Daym. Hardin & Ode,
1978; 1982. mmm
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Bin Laden the Only Real ...

could easily take over the
caravan with a very little
force, although their ac-
tion was considered ex-
tremely evil, immoral and
contradictory  to  the
Arab’s traditions. Among
the three people accompa-
nying the caravan, one
(the manager) was killed
and two others were ar-
rested. This was the way
Muslims held their hands
on a lot of wealth for the
first time. ) plundering
their  belongings, sur-
rounding the Jewish
neighborhood and wildly
massacring them and pil-
laging their properties,
then was when the num-
ber of his supporters were
raised, who all were join-
ing him to get their hands
on confiscated properties.

When Mohammed es-
caped to Madina in 621
AD, until his death in 632
AD, Mohammed launched
numerous bloody wars
against non-Muslims.

In all those wars, when
they won the war they
looted everything from
the enemy including
women and children who
were divided among the
Muslims who were in-
volved in the war. The
captured, used or sold as
slaves, or given back to
their families who could
pay their price.

Therefore, the motivations
of the people who joined
Mohammed in Medina
was never a matter of
having faith in him per se,
rather, it was their interest
in taking their shares of
confiscated properties,
slave women and men,
horses and camels, etc.
And while attacking oth-
ers' Caravans, crimes and
slaughtering non-Muslims
tribes, like Jews, by pre-
senting new verses of
what later became Quran
as it is today, were justi-
fied.

“Allah has promised you
abundant spoils that you
will capture, and he has
hastened this for you...”1

It was through these plun-
ders and confiscations that
a new aristocracy of regu-
lar people added by old

(Continued on page 5)
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they become in their older
years will be based upon
the influences within this
early age range.

Let us see the role that
these publications that are
designed for this group of
people play in this highly
sensitive process of char-
acter formation. For this
purpose, we will first take
a look at publications that
are specified to teenage
girls, and we will select a
well-known one, “Teen”
magazine, as an example.S
In trying to introduce the
magazine, the editor states
the following in his de-
scription of “Teen” maga-
zine:

”Teen magazine is pub-
lished for 12 to 19 years
old girls. The editorial
goal is to play a healthy
role about American teens
and their future.” 6

Let us take a moment to
further
selves with the healthy
role that “Teen” claims to
be playing in the life of
the American teenager and
her future. The following
is a sample of what you
would expect to see as you
flip through the pages of
“Teen™:

familiarize our-

1" and 2™ pages: Picture
of a sexy teenage girl in
an advertisement for cos-
metics.

3" page: Advertisement of
device for pedicure.

4™ page: List of contents.
5™ page: Advertisement of
products for beauty and
health of skin.

6" page: Advertisement
about nails and how to
make them look beautiful.
7™ page: Advertisement of
deodorant, accompanied
with a picture of an attrac-
tive woman.

8™ page: An article about
virginity, and implications
of why it is not good to
stay a virgin.

9™ page: Received letters
plus a Playtex advertise-
ment.

10™ page: “Your Looks™:
an article about applying
make-up and women’s
beauty.

11™ page: A promotional
article (by Gillette) about
shaving the legs and
keeping them beautiful.
12" and 13™ pages: A
guide to dying the hair,
some tips on cosmetic
beauty, and an advertise-
ment of hair color.

14™ and 15" pages: More
on cosmetics and on
shaving the legs’ hair.

16" page: Article about
clothes for women and on
clothes to wear on the
beach. This is followed
by four pages, without
numbers, on slumber par-
ties.

17™ page: On clothes,
underwear, bras, and tan-
ning.

The rest of the pages con-
sist of articles very simi-
lar to what was just men-
tioned, with the following
titles: “My Friends Say,
‘You are Beautiful and I
am Ugly’,” “My Hands
Sweat A Lot: What
should I do?”, “Starting
Over on Dating Guys,”
“The Love Doctor,” “On
‘Love at First Sight’,”
“Young Superstars,”
“Sexy and Hot Appear-
ance,” “Let Out Your
Shoulders this Summer.”
We also see tens of adver-
tisements about becoming
a model, losing weight,
and other such subjects.
These are the contents of
the magazine that is de-
scribed as a publication
that tries to help women
that are in the very sensi-
tive years of 12 and
above, in the categorized
descriptions of the 9"
edition of “Magazines for
Libraries.”7 The editor of
Teen describes the maga-
zine as one that is aimed
at the self-improvement,
grooming, physical, intel-
lectual, and social im-
provement of teenagers.8
With a little bit of extra

attention to the titles of
these teen magazines it
becomes fairly obvious
that when they claim to
be “helping” teenagers in
their critical years, they
are referring to years in
which their future person-
alities are being shaped:
the age range in which
teenagers are critically
searching and trying in

order to shape their future
characteristics.

We can find and observe
the specifics of these fu-
ture personalities in the
contents of such maga-
zines. These contents are
all related to physical
characteristics of young
women, the same con-
tents that have decep-
tively been referred to, by
the editors, as guidelines
aimed at helping them
regarding their “physical
growth”. When one looks
at the picture at large, it
becomes easy to see that
these supposedly helpful
guidelines do not go far
beyond contents such as
weight loss tips for be-
coming instruc-
tions on how to beautify
the body through mani-
cure, pedicure, and prop-
erly shaving the legs, and
what tools to use for this
means, how to dye and
highlight the hair, and
how to dress to attract
guys. In short, they are
mainly limited to one
major theme: how to
properly and expertly
package the sex product
in an enticing and attrac-
tive manner. If they ever
do step any further, it will
be for the means of help-
ing teenagers with their
“mental and social
growth.”  This means
nothing but mentally pre-
paring them for the ac-
ceptance of their assigned
role as sexual beings, and
the resulting social place
in which they would be-
long.

It is obvious that when
the minds of young
women are so overly pre-
occupied with making
themselves look beautiful
and sexy, and when they
are practically busy doing
this day and night, they
naturally couldn’t help
but view themselves as
mere sexual beings. And
they naturally wouldn’t
be able to assume a dif-
ferent identity.

If you disagree with such
reasoning, I invite you to
try and find a single arti-
cle in a magazine in the
same category as “Teen”

sexier,

that would cause the
reader to have insights
about other aspects of her
personality, and that is
aimed at the development
of the reader in a direction
other than the abovemen-
tioned. Not only the men-
tioned issue of the “Teen”
magazine, but all other
issues of it, and all other
magazines of the same
category, are saturated
with these contents. And
what is the result for the
young women who read
these on a regular basis,
and make its contents
their life instructions?
Nothing but the fact that
in their minds, there
would be no worlds other
than the world of glamour,
sex, and beauty: a world
in which the only things
that matter are the body’s
sexiness, the skin’s tone
and beauty, the hair’s ap-
pearance, and generally
being as attractive and
alluring possible.

The studies of Carol Gilli-
gan, a psychologist teach-
ing at Harvard University,
demonstrate that for girls,
the years of puberty are
the years of crisis. She
believes that between the
ages of 11 and 16, girls
lose self-confidence and
become insecure about
themselves.

Mary Pipher, an American
clinical psychologist and
author, has a similar be-
lief. She states that period
is the time of life at which
girls’ self confidence is
crushed, and both in their
eyes and in the eyes of
others, the body becomes
the center of this crisis.
According to Pipher, at
the age of thirteen, 53% of
girls in America are dis-
satisfied with their bodies,
and at the age of seven-
teen this figure holds to be
78% for girls. 9

Another study, a study of
the diaries of teenage

girls, by Joan Jacob
Brumberg, shows that
women identify them-

selves first of all by their
bodies and their beauty. In
today girls’ biographies,
“the body” occupies the

(Continued on page 4)

Discusion Round Table

By Dr. Kaveh Parsi
U.S.A and Oil

I had a message left on my answering ma-
chine from a caller (Mr. Mostafa from Iran)
stating that: Mr. Kaveh, in your last month’s
article in Rowshangar, you linked the Ameri-
can invasion of Iraq to Islam’s invasion of
Iran. Actually, Mr. Kaveh, you are mistaken.
Don’t connect the Innocent Islam to Evil
America. America invaded Iraq in order to
get hold of Irag’s Oil. American President is
not only to be blamed but the nature of the
Capitalistic Ideology is the problem.

Kaveh’s answer:

Dear Mr. Mostafa, First of all thank you for
your message and | am glad that you in Iran
care to read Rowshangar. Secondly, it is im-
portant to note that | am not a supporter of
many of the American Foreign Policies.
Thirdly, if you really believe that America in-
vaded Iraq for Oil and that the nature of the
Capitalistic Ideology is the problem, by the
same token, you should accept that Islam
and its Prophet Mohammad and poor Arab
followers were motivated by the wealth of
rich Iran and that the nature of Islam is the
problem.

It is crystal clear and well documented that
Islam allowed the Muslims to confiscate the
wealth of the defeated people and to take
their women and children as slaves and pris-
oners of war. This is a much more motivating
factor for poor Muslims to invade other rich
countries than the oil (that you claimed).
Notice that Ali (Mohammad’s son-in-law) ad-
mits to the killing of large scores of people in
one day with his famous killing sward called
“Zolfeghar”. m
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textual messages. Natu-
rally, the bestselling
magazines of the above-
mentioned type choose to
often deliver their mes-
sages to their audiences
through graphic means,
especially in the case of
promotional articles and
advertisements.

Let’s take a look at media
relating to fashion, beauty,
and self-improvement,
which are filled with
glamorous, sexy pictures
and pictures of cosmetics
and beautifying objects.
This may help us to see
how these different media
force their subtle mes-
sages through pictures into
their audiences’ minds.

Television and Cinema

What we see mostly in
either one of the two, the
TV and cinema is men
being shown as owners of
money and power, and
women as owners of sex
and beauty. Men spend
money on women, take
them to luxurious restau-
rants and dream excur-
sions, protect and take
care of them, and buy
them gifts.
Women, on the other
hand, as powerless sex
partners, play the role of
their spouses, girlfriends,
or lovers.

I call your attention to the
contents of an interesting
article from “The Chris-
tian Science Monitor”, an
international  newspaper
that covers current events
around the world.

expensive

Role Models in Media:
Girls Go on Dates, Boys
Go to Work

Too often, say researchers,
media messages to girls
focus heavily on beauty
and romance. They depict
a limited world where
looks and success with
men are what are impor-
tant to women, while work
and career are what matter
to men.

The  report, released
Wednesday, is the first to

look at gender roles in a
range of media used by
teenage girls. Commis-
sioned by Children Now,
an advocacy group, and
the Kaiser Family founda-
tion, it analyzed the con-
tent of television pro-
grams and commercials,
movies, and music videos,
plus teen magazine arti-
cles and advertisements.
“In TV, movies, and
commercials, we saw men
depicted more often as
being on the job, or hav-
ing a job, whereas women
were’ seen as dating,”
says Lois Salisbury, presi-
dent of Children Now.
Across all media, she
adds, “Men were more
often seen in business
clothes and uniforms than
women were, whereas
women much more often
than men were seen in
underwear, lingerie, or
night clothes,”

Some of the results of
this survey are:

In television shows, 41%
of male characters were
seen working, compared
with just over a quarter of
females. In movies, men
were
likely to be shown at work
as women.

Men in TV shows and
movies were also more
likely to talk about work
than women
Women, by contrast, were
more likely than men in
both TV programs and
films to talk about roman-
tic relationships.

Teen magazines, Salis-
bury notes, do treat impor-
tant issues facing young
people — friendship, self —
confidence, sex, drugs,
smoking — but with less
overall frequency.
Salisbury describes the
problem by saying, “If it
were any one of these
massages appearing in just
any one of these media,
they might not have the
impact. But what we’re
seeing is a consistency, a
cumulative effect. These
messages
American girls.”
This is not any better, if
not worse, in the case of
primetime television pro-
grams. In these programs,

almost twice as

were.

surround

female characters are shown with provocative clothes 10
times more frequently than men are. 2

The same applies for paid programs that are R-rated (e.g.
HBO channel shows). In these shows, women are wear-
ing provocative clothes, such as half-naked clothes or
lingerie, on average in 54 percent of the scenes, whereas
men wear clothes of this category only in 10 percent of
the scenes. *

Here is an interesting statistic regarding television news
programs, which are among the mostly viewed shows on
TV, having to do with gender composition:

Position Female Male
Anchorman 23% 77%
Reporter 21% 79%
Specialist 09% 91%
Interviewees (on the street) 30% 70%
Weatherman 05% 95%
Sports Anchorman 0.4% 99.6%

These significant gender differences and the objectifica-
tion of women are not only specific to ordinary television
shows in the United States. The same thing could be seen
in foreign language programs broadcasted on American

television, as well as programs in most other countries
(the degree of this runs proportional to how much each
nation has accepted the capitalistic culture, especially that
of the American kind). In some cases, this could be seen
in an even more extreme shape and form.

A while ago there was an advertisement broadcasted on
the Iranian channel “Jam-e-Jam”, based in Los Angeles,
regarding a joint concert of Andy (an Iranian pop music
star) and Ishtar (the lead singer of the internationally re-
nowned group, “Alabina”). Let’s see the attitude toward
the two opposite sexes here. The content of the advertise-
ment, which tries to emphasize the gender contrast
through the speaker’s correspondingly-changing tone of
voice and the background music as the ad shifts back and
forth between the two artists’ names, includes the follow-
ing:

“The magnificent Valentine’s Day concert of Andy and
Alabina in Hollywood Palladium...

Sexy... Alabina Energetic... Andy

Love... Alabina Powerful... Andy

Enticing... Alabina Hot... Andy”

So Alabina (Ishtar), who is a female singer, is a symbol
of sex, love, and sexual stimulation. On the other hand,
Andy, the male singer, is representative of power, energy,
and causal of a warm atmosphere (this is what the corre-

sponding Persian word for
“hot” implies). As the
youth listen to this ad, and
other ads of its kind, not
once or twice, but on a
very frequent basis, what
do you think will happen
in the case of each gen-
der? Which gender will
identify with and try and
imitate Andy? Which one
will do the same for Al-
abina?

It is obvious that it would
be unusual for boys to try
and imitate Alabina, by
wearing sexy and pro-
vocative clothes as result
of watching this advertise-
ment. It is also unlikely
that girls would make
Andy a role model, in
being powerful and ener-
getic, because of such
exposure. Usually the
opposite of both cases
would apply.

And now let’s look at the
Mexican version of these
types of advertisement.
There is a very popular
nightly TV  program,
named “El Ritmo de la
Noche” (The Rhythm of
the Night), which is
broadcasted both in Mex-
ico and in Channel 34 in
Los Angeles (a Spanish
language channel). Every
time that the host of this
show, Candide Perez,
brings over a guest female
celebrity, he makes a re-
quest following the intro-
duction and the small talk
with that person. He re-
quests that she spins
around a few times in
order to show the beauti-
ful and sexy curves of her
body to the audience.
Then, he takes a tape
measure out of his pocket
and measures the length
of the guest’s buttocks,
waist, and breasts. He
follows by announcing the
measurements to the pre-
sent audience, causing
them to cheer and ap-
plaud.

Do you think that he does
the same with males as
well?  Very  seldom;
maybe one in every 10
cases. This is because the
female guests are usually
invited for their talent and
their sexy bodies, whereas
men are usually invited

mainly because of their
talent only. We should not
blame all of this on the
host of “El Ritmo de la
Noche.” He is only imitat-
ing and practicing what is
already out there, within
the society itself. His only
fault is blindly following
and encouraging what is
out there, and not doing
the opposite.
Things aren’t much dif-
ferent in the case of other
powerful media,
such as movies. For in-
stance, a research in 1988,
on the topic of x-rated
movies  reveals
more interesting facts.
According to this re-
search, 58% of the female
characters are composed
of secretaries, students, or
housewives, whereas 62%
of male characters are
professionals or business
owners. 4
These are just a few ex-
amples of the many more
that are out there, clearly
demonstrating how televi-
sion and cinema, which
are of the highest influen-
tial means in our day and
time, encourage and pro-
mote contrasting gender
roles in society. All that
one needs is a bit more
awareness in order to see
the intensity with which
these messages are adver-
tised: the messages that
hold women to be owners
of sex and beauty, and
men, money and power.
Through nonstop routine
repetition, such messages
gradually turn into socie-
tal norms in people’s eve-
ryday lives.
How do publications
shape men and women’s
personalities?
Teenage Magazines
Being a teenager means
belonging to the age
range of 13 to 19. This is
a sensitive period, in
which a large portion of
each person’s individual
characteristics is shaped,
especially in the earlier
parts. Within this age
range, a person’s mind is
much like a blank slate,
and easily flexible. Thus,
a very large part of what
(Continued on page 3)
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WOMEN
as
SEX-OBJECT.

(Chapter 5)

Who is Defining
Women

as Sexual Beings?

Writer: siamac sotudeh
Translator: Babak

The Role of
Mass Media

Here is the problem: women are heav-
ily exposed to the wrong message
from early childhood, which comes to
them from various directions and
sources. On one hand, parents, who
themselves have become victims of
such flawed teachings as they have
grown up; play a strong role in deliv-
ering this message. On the other hand,
visual media, such as television, cin-
ema, magazines, and other such pow-
erful sources, continuously deliver the
same harmful message to young
women. The message is that sex is
undoubtedly the most, if not the only,
influential means and weapon that a
woman has in trying to attract men
and to become successful in her per-
sonal and social life.

I use the word “visual” in describing
my intended type of media because
media such as fashion and beauty
magazines have more pictures and
illustrations than other media types,
such as the newspaper. Our era is gov-
erned more by graphic, rather than

(Continued on page 2)
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A meaningful comment
from a viewer of an
Arabic music video ti-
tled: Iraq: a new coun-
try, featured in U-tube

The new Iraq is partly shown
in this video. The worst is
not recorded yet. Women for
examples are killed for not
wearing the veil. So far 45
are dead in basra,remember
Iraq gave equal rights to

(Continued on page 7)

IRAQ: Islamic ex-
tremists target
women in Basra

BAGHDAD, 2 January 2008
(IRIN) - One hundred and

targeted by extremists in Basra

thirty-three women were
killed last year in Basra, Iraq’s
second largest city, either by
religious vigilantes or as a
result of so-called "honour"

( Continued on page 8 )

Foundation
Of Christianity

By: Karl Kaotsky
Translated BY: Ahmad khazei

(part3)
BOOK ONE:

THE PERSON OF JESUS
THE DISPUTE OVER THE
CONCEPT OF JESUS
THE factual core of the early
Christian reports about Jesus
is at best no more than what
Tacitus tells us: that ill the
days of Tiberius a prophet was
executed, from whom the sect
of Christians took their inspi-
ration. As to what this prophet
taught anti did, we are not yet
able, even today, to say any-
thing definite. Certainly he
could not have made the sen-

( Continued on page 6 )

BIN; LADEN
The,Only, RealjMuslim

How did Mohammed
achieve power in Arabia?

In the Arabian Peninsula
when  Mohammed  pro-
claimed his being the mes-
senger of God in the Mecca
city, the people and women
in particular had much more
freedom and liberty in con-
trast with what Mohammed
envisioned, and only less
than a handful of people
gathered around him in the
beginning.

And it was due to this very
reason that when they were
intending to kill him he was
compelled to escape to Me-
dina from Mecca.

Then, as it was said before,
in Medina, and only after
changing his tactic and at-

tacking Caravans,( The first
attack is called “Saryat-al-
Nakhlah”. It happened in the
second year after moving to
Madina, and in a situation in
which Mohammed still did-
n’t have enough supporters
to be militarily able to attack
caravans, as a new way to
gain power and influence.
So, he chose to attack Mecca
caravan in a time within the
for months of Rajab,
Zighaadeh, Zihaje and Mo-
haram, when Arabs tradition-
ally never
other. In these months cara-
vans moved secure without
protection. That’s why they

(Continued on page 4)

attacked each

The Torah : Sexis and Oppression

Exclusion of Women
from the social/public domain

Ahmad khazaei

The transition from the matri-
lineal society to the patriar-
chal society resulted in a dras-
tic change in the social status
of women. This was, also a
transition from a communal
society to a society based on
private property, and the ex-
ploitation of man by man.
Because of this exploitation,
some members of society
amassed a huge wealth. Now,
the patriarchal society needed
children to inherit this wealth
from their fathers: in order to
inherit, it was necessary for
the children to incontestable

fathers, it was necessary for
them to identify themselves
with their fathers [1]. So, the
practice of group marriage
was replaced by monogamy.
The monogamous family was
monogamous only for women
not for men. Prior to this
change, because all the mem-
bers of society identified
themselves with their mother
rather than with their father
women were highly respected.
With the advent of the patriar-
chal — monogamous family,
women’s status was reduced

(Continued on page 6 )
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(Continued from page 1)
Basra Killing Women...

killings, a report said on
31 December. The report,
released by Basra Security
Committee at a conference
on women’s rights in the
city, said 79 of the victims
were deemed by extrem-
ists to be "violating Is-
lamic teachings", 47 oth-
ers died in "honour" kill-
ings and the remaining
seven were targeted for
their political affiliations.
"The women of Basra are
being horrifically mur-
dered and then dumped in
the garbage with notes
saying they were killed for

deemed to be behaving
against their [the extrem-
ists’] own interpretations,"
al-Moussawi said.
The Basra office of Iraq’s
radical Shia religious
leader Mugqtada al-Sadr
said his movement op-
posed the killings and
blamed "gangs with for-
eign support [which are
out] to defame the reli-
gious movements".
"It is a sin," said Harith al-
Ethari, a spokesman for al
-Sadr’s office in Basra,
not to wear a headscarf.
"But killing women is a
bigger sin," al-Ethari said.
"There is a concrete reli-
gious principle that says

Some women are determined to continue their jobs
despite the threats they face

violating Islamic teach-
ings," Bassem al-
Moussawi, head of the
committee and a member
of Basra’s Provincial
Council, told the confer-
ence. "Sectarian groups
are trying to force a strict
interpretation of Islam...
They send their vigilantes
to roam the city, hunting
down those who are

that wearing makeup and
foregoing a headscarf in
public is a sin, but it must
not be dealt with like
this," he said.
Graffiti

Before the US-led inva-
sion in 2003, Basra was
known for its mixed popu-
lation and active night
life. Now, in some areas,
graffiti messages threaten

any woman who wears
makeup and appears in
public with her hair un-
covered: "Your makeup
and your decision to
forego the headscarf will
bring you death," reads
graffiti in the city centre.
Throughout Iraq, many
women wear headscarves,
while others wear a full
face veil, although secular
women are often unveiled.
In recent years, armed
Islamic  extremists in
some parts of the country
have sometimes forced
women to cover their
heads or face punishment.
Christian women also
t ar g et e d
Christian women have
even been forced to wear
headscarves in many ar-
eas, including Baghdad.
On 11 December the bod-
ies of a Christian woman
and her brother were
found in a Basra rubbish
dump, police and church
officials said on condition
of anonymity.
A 20-year-old English
student at Basra College
of Arts has not been seen
since she left her college
last year following harass-
ment by male students for
using makeup and not
wearing a headscarf.
"I'm from a secular fam-
ily, but respect for Islam’s
instructions and wearing
make-up and foregoing
the ‘hijab’ (headscarf)
doesn’t mean that I'm a
bad woman," she told
IRIN in a phone interview
from Baghdad on condi-
tion of anonymity.
She said she was stopped
once by two fellow stu-
dents and ordered to cover
her hair and stop wearing
makeup "otherwise it's
better for me not to attend
class".
(T 1]

(Continued from page 1)
SEXISM IN TORAH.....

to that of a “domestic
slave [1], and they were
subjected to numerous
restrictions, including:

1- Only men are counted
in the case of any social
event (e.g. war, etc.).
Numbers 1:2 In this
verse Moses takes a poll
of all the men who are
able to fight
women aren’t
counted in the census.

2- Women can’t go into
the presence of god so-
cially (men are ordered to
come into the presence of
God 3 times a year, but
not women).

Exodus 223:17 Three
items in the year all thy
males shall appear before
the LORD God.

in  war,
even

3- Women are not allowed a

to make vows, pledges
and contracts. (Num. 30:2
-15)

A woman's vow, pledge
or contract is not neces-
sarily binding on her. It
has to be approved by her

father, if she is living in
his house, or by her hus-

band, if she is married. If
a father/husband does not
endorse his daughter's/
wife's vows, all pledges
made by her become null
and void: Numbers 30:3-
16

30:5 But if her father dis-
allow her in the day that
he heareth; not any of her
vows, or of her bonds
wherewith she hath bound
her soul, shall stand: and
the LORD shall forgive
her, because her father
disallowed her. 30:6 And
if she had at all an hus-

Today Start to
Share Your IDEAS with Us.
L

band, when she vowed, or
uttered ought out of her
lips, wherewith she bound
her soul; 30:7 And her
husband heard it, and held
his peace at her in the day
that he heard it: then her
vows shall stand, and her
bonds wherewith she
bound her soul shall
stand. 30:8 But if her hus-
band disallowed her on
the day that he heard it;
then he shall make her
vow which she vowed,
and that which she uttered
with her lips, wherewith
she bound her soul, of
none effect: and the
LORD shall forgive her.
4- Women’s testimony
has no value, and they can
not stand as a witness.
According to the Torah, a

man can accuse his wife
of being unchaste, but her
wife can not do the same
and her testimony will not
be considered at all. The
accused wife has to be
subjected to a trial by
ordeal. (Num. 5:11-31). If
she is found guilty, she
will be sentenced to death.
If she is found not guilty,
her husband will be inno-
cent of any wrongdoing.
Besides, if a man takes a
woman as a wife and then
accuses her of not being a
virgin, her own testimony
will not count. If the par-
ents could not prove the
innocence of their daugh-
ter, she would be stoned
to death. If they are able
to prove her innocence,
the husband would only
be fined one hundred
shekels.  (Deuteronomy
22:13-21)

The exclusion of women
from the social domain is
reflected in their incapa-
bility to sign any contract,
or to make any vow or
pledge without their fa-
ther’s or their husband’s

=)

Y

consent: a woman's vow
is not necessarily binding
on her; it has to be ap-
proved by her father, or,
if she is married, by her
husband.
A woman, according to
the Torah ,has no legal
status [4]:
"But if her father forbids
her when he hears about
it, none of her vows or
the pledges by which she
obligated herself will
stand ....Her husband may
confirm or nullify any
vow she makes or any
sworn pledge to deny
herself" (Num. 30:2-15)
30:3 If a woman also vow
a vow unto the LORD,
and bind herself by a
bond, being in her father's
house in her youth;
30:5 But if her father
disallow her in the day
that he heareth; not any of
her vows, or of her bonds
wherewith ~ she  hath
bound her soul, shall
stand: and the LORD
shall forgive her, because
her father disallowed her.
Why is it that a woman's
word is not allowed to
make any pledge, sign
any contract or do busi-
ness without the consent
and the approval of her
father or her husband?
The answer is simple:
because she is owned by
her father, before mar-
riage, or by her husband
after marriage. The fa-
ther's control over his
daughter is so absolute
and total that he can sell
her as a slave.

L1 ]
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Bin Laden The Only Real ..
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NEW IRAQ.....

And out of the gospels and
the acts of the apostles,
similarly, we can not learn
anything definite as to the
life and doctrine of Jesus,
but very valuable things
about the social character,
the ideals and aspirations
of the primitive Christian
communities. When Bible
criticism uncovers the
different layers that lie
one on top of the other in
these writings, it enables
us to follow the develop-
ment of these communi-
ties, at least to a certain
extent, while the
"heathen" and Jewish
sources make possible an
insight into the
driving forces that were
acting upon  primitive
Christianity at the same
time. So we are able to see
and understand it as the
product of its time, and
that is the basis of any
historical knowledge. In-
dividuals can influence

social

society too, and the por-
trayal of outstanding indi-
viduals is indispensable
for a complete picture of
their time. But in terms of
historical epochs, their
influence is only transi-
tory, merely the outer or-
nament which strikes the
eye first in a building but
says nothing about its
foundations. But it is the
foundations that determine
the character of the struc-
ture and its permanence. If
we can lay them bare, we
have done the most impor-
tant part toward under-
standing the whole edi-

fice.

Footnotes

[7] Salvioli. Le capitalisme
dans le monde antique, 1906,

p. 243.
[8] ROmische Geschichte,
vol. 1, p. 809.

Geschichte, 111, 14.

[10] Ordinarily gold was
worth 4000 sesterces the
pound. Caesar's Gallic loot-
ings brought its price down
in Italy by fully one-fourth.
[11] History of the Civil
Wars, Book Il, chap, 3. Ap-
pian testifies that the Par-
thians had not shown the
slightest hostility. The war
against them was therefore
nothing more than a robber
expedition.

[12] Applan, History of the
Civil Wars, Book II, chap.
15. [ ] 1]

entire world, and is a
God granted advantage
for any nations under
any circumstances.Why
do you, the devious ones,

continue reading the
verses on
"Rahmat™ (benevolence)
of Quran, instead of
verses of Ghetal
(killing)?” 14

In fact since Islam had
deliberately imposed itself
through force and terror,
consequently no other
course could remain for
its accomplishments ex-
cept through violence and
force. Just like today
when Bin Laden, Talibans
and alike have no other
perception than to move
forward their primitive
plans, by murdering and
terrorizing.

1- 48:20, Quran, Trans-
lated by Dr. Muhammad
Taqi-Ud-Din-al-Halali,
and Dr. Muhammad
Muhsin Khan. Also, look
at Verses # 15 and 82 of
Maedeh Sorath, 9:29 and
some other instances.

2- Yaghoobi History, vol.
2 p.35, In An introduction
on Islamology, Ali Mir
Fetroos, vol. 2, p. 67 per-
sian,3th edition

3- Ghasem-ebn-e-Salam,
Al-Amval, p. 7 and Sam-
hoodi,Vafa-al-vafa, pp. 3,
153. In An introduction
on Islamology, Ali Mir
Fetroos, vol. 2, p. 66, Per-
sian, 3" Edition.

4- Tajarob-al- Salaf, p. 13
in Mir fetroos , Ibid, v. I,
p. 36.

5- Ibne khaldoon, Intro-
duction, vol. 1, pp. 391-2
in Mir Fetroos , Ibid, v. 1,
P.36.
6-Sirat-e-Rasool-al-lah
(Siyaron-nabi), v.l, p.
655. In fetros v.1, p. 38.
7- Dashti Ali, 23 years,
Persian, P.308.

8- Ibid.

9- Ibid., P. 305.

10- Ibid., P. 307.

11- Bowker John, Oxford
concise dictionary of
world Religions.

12- Shoja-el-deen
Shafa ,“Tavalodi Digar”,
Persian edition, published
in the USA, pages 419.
13- Khomeni (Ruhollah)’s
speech in February 3"
1985 on the occasion of
Fajr Decade (Decade of
Dawn).

14-Khomeni’s speech on
a day of commemoration
for Islamic Prophet’s date
of birth on December 21
1984.

women in 1959 and no
regime dared to change
until the invasion which
brought to power the
Islamists mullahs and
their

militias.Christians

on one month recess to go
to Haj where most of them
went last year while the
people are waiting for
some measures to improve
their daily life and basic
services they re-
quire.Mr.Bush ,Ms Rice
and Dr.Henry Kissinger

and other religious mi-
have fled the
country or
dated,journilist if they do
not toe the official direc-
tions of the Iraqi Mullahs
are killed or forced to
flee ,students are forced to
attend religious meet-
ings,acceptence at col-
leges and universities are
allocated by the ruling

norities
liqui-

received Abdul Aziz Al-
haecem chairman of Iraqi
Islamic High council who
leads Bader Militias.Bader
is estab-
lished ,financed ,trained
and controlled by Iranian
Theocracy.Al-hakeem

only achievement when he
was president of ruling
established by
Bremer was the abolition

council

A Real Democracy

| g

g-.‘,' o Wi, Sy . *.‘-

militias, most key posi-
tions in the central gov-
ernment and governorates
are run by ignorant people
who have no education or
only attended religious
classes, security and po-
lice officers never went to
schools most of them are
illterate.Those people are
building our new Iraq that
become the first in the
world in the level of cor-
ruption ,our parliament
members mostly religious
fanatics one way or an-
other, today they decided

of the law which gave
equal rights to women.
One can not understand
the close connection he
has with both the USA
administration and the
Iranian Ayat Al-
lahs.Cheny today an-
nounced that by 2009 Iraq
will be the oasis of de-
mocracy in the Middle
East, maybe under the
guidance and control of
Al-hakeem.Thanks
Mr.Cheny for such a de-
mocracy and such a new
country. mmm

Biblical/Pentateuch Intolerance:

written by Charlotte

I see so many religionists rant and rave about how
Atheists are “not tolerant of believers and have no re-
spect for their faith”. To non believers this claim is ab-
surd. For intolerance of various religions is the founda-
tion of Judaism, Christianity, Muslim and many other
orthodox communities. Matter of fact, the Bible and
Pentateuch commands religious intolerance in MANY
verses, even to the point of KILLING people for their
beliefs. Here then, are a few choice verses that show
just how intolerant these religionists are of other believ-
ers and nonbelievers. We shall start with the two verses
that helped to inflict one of the biggest mass murders in
history, the Inquisition.

Woman with “familiar spirits” must be stoned to
death. Leviticus 20:27
*“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” Exodus 22:18

Kill those who are not Christian or Jewish:

You must kill those who worship another god. Exodus
22:20

Kill any friends or family that worship a god that is dif-
ferent than your own. Deuteronomy 13:6-10

Kill all the inhabitants of any city where you find people
that worship differently than you. Deuteronomy 13:12-
16

Kill everyone who has religious views that are different
than your own. Deuteronomy 17:2-7

Kill anyone who refuses to listen to a priest. Deuteron-
omy 17:12-13

Kill any false prophets. Deuteronomy 18:20

Any city that doesn’t receive the followers of Jesus will
be destroyed in a manner even more savage than that of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Mark 6:11

Jude reminds us that God destroys those who don’t be-
lieve in him. Jude 5

Ignorance is bliss. Christians should not practice
free inquiry nor socialize with non Christians:

Don’t associate with non-Christians. Don’t receive them
into your house or even exchange greeting with them. 2
John 1:10

Shun those who
views. Romans 16:17
Paul, knowing that their faith would crumble if subjected
to free and critical inquiry, tells his followers to avoid
philosophy. Colossians 2:8

disagree with your religious

Judge other religions for not following Christ:
Whoever denies “that Jesus is the Christ” is a liar and
an anti-Christ. 1 John 2:22

Christians are “of God;” everyone else is wicked. 1
John 5:19

The non-Christian is ““a deceiver and an anti-Christ” 2
John 1:7

Anyone who doesn’t share Paul’s beliefs has “an evil
heart.”” Hebrews 3:12

False Jews are members of “the synagogue of Satan.”
Revelations 2:9, 3:9

Here are my two personal favorites:

Everyone will have to worship Jesus -- whether they
want to or not. Philippians 2:10

A Christian can not be accused of any wrongdoing. Ro-
mans 8:33 (1]
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sation the early Christian
reports describe, or
Josephus who relates so
many trivialities, would
certainly have spoken of
it. Jesus' agitation and his
execution did not get the
slightest attention from his
contemporaries. But if
Jesus really was an agita-
tor that a sect honored as

its champion and guide,
the significance of his
person must have grown
as the sect grew. Now a
garland of legends began
to form around this per-
son, pious minds weaving
into it anything they
wished their model had
said and done. The more
this idealization went on,
the more each of the many
currents within the sect
tried to put into the picture
those features that were
dearest to it, ill order to
lend them the authority of
Jesus. The picture of Je-
sus, at it was painted in
the legends that were first
passed from mouth to
mouth, and then put down
in writing, became more
and more the picture of a
superhuman person, the
epitome of all the ideals
the new sect developed;
but in the process it be-
came an increasingly con-
tradictory picture, whose
several features no longer
harmonized.

When the sect achieved
firm organization and be-
came a comprehensive
church in which one defi-
nite tendency prevailed,
one of its tasks was the
formation of a fixed
canon, a list of all the
early Christian writings
that it recognized as genu-
ine. Naturally this in-
cluded only works in
agreement with the pre-
vailing tendency. All the
gospels and other writings
that gave a different pic-
ture of Jesus were rejected
as "heretical," as spurious,
or as '"apocryphal," not
quite trustworthy; they
were no longer dissemi-
nated, in fact they were
suppressed so far as that
was possible, and copies
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of them were destroyed,
so that only a few of them
have come down to us.
The works received into
the canon were then
"edited," to get them into
as much concordance as
possible; but fortunately
the job was done so clum-
sily that traces of earlier,
divergent accounts may be
seen here and there and
betray the course of devel-
opment.

The aim of the Church,
namely to assure the unity
of opinions within it by
this process, was not at-
tained and could not be.
The development of social
relations kept producing
new diversities of views
and endeavors in the
Church. And thanks to the
contradictions  that re-
mained in the picture of
Jesus recognized by the
Church despite all the
editing and expurgating,
these could
always find something in
that picture they could use
as a point of attachment.
Thus the clash of social
contradictions came to
appear within the frame-
work of the Christian
Church as a mere dispute
over the interpretation of
the words of Jesus, and
superficial historians think
that all the great (and so
often bloody) battles that
were fought in Christen-
dom under the flag of
religion were nothing but
battles over words, a sad
sign of mankind's stupid-
ity. But wherever a social
mass phenomenon is re-
duced to the mere stupid-
ity of the men involved,
this alleged stupidity
merely shows lack of un-
derstanding on the part of
the observer and critic,
who has not been able to
orient himself in a way of
thinking that is strange to
him, and to penetrate to
the material conditions
and forces that underlie it.

variations

As a rule it was very real
interests that were at grips
when the various Chris-
tian sects fell out over the
interpretation of Christ's
words. It is true that with
the rise of the modern way

of thinking and the eclipse
of the clerical mode of
thought the conflicts over
the conception of Jesus
have lost more and more
of their practical impor-
tance and sunk to mere
hair-splitting on the part
of theologians, who are
paid precisely to keep the
clerical mode of thought
alive as long as possible,
and have to do something
for their money.

Recent Bible criticism,
which applies the methods
of historical research and
analysis of sources to the
biblical  writings, has

given the dispute over the
personality of Jesus a new
fillip. It shook the tradi-
tional picture of Jesus; but
since it was carried on, for
the most part, by theologi-

formations that this con-
ception has constantly
undergone, in the fading
of its old features and its
illumination in new col-
ors, we have the most
delicate instrument for
measuring the changes in
contemporary life, from
the heights of its spiritual
ideals to the depths of its
most material actions.
This picture of Christ
some times has the linea-
ments of a Creek thinker,
then those of the Roman
Emperor, then those of
the feudal lord of the
manor, of the guild mas-
ter, of the tormented
villein and of the free
citizen; and these traits
are all true, all living, so
long as the theologians of
the school do not under-

ans, it stopped short of the
position first formulated
by Bruno Bauer and later
by others, in particular by
A. Kalthoff: this was the
position that, in view of
the condition of the source
materials, no new concep-
tion of Jesus could be
formulated. The new Bi-
ble criticism keeps search-
ing for such a new con-
ception, always with the
same result that the Chris-
tendom of previous centu-
ries had produced: each
theologian painted into
the picture of Jesus his
own private ideals and
spirit. Like second century
descriptions of  Jesus,
twentieth-century ones do
not show what Jesus
really taught, but what the
makers of these descrip-
tions wish he had taught.
Kalthoff points up these
vagaries keenly:

"From the standpoint of
social theology the con-
ception of Christ is the
most sublimated religious
expression of every active
social and ethical force in
an epoch; and in the trans-

take to prove that the sin-
gle traits of their time are
just the ones which are
the original and historical
traits of the Christ of the
gospels. At most these
traits acquire an appear-
ance of being historical
from the fact that at the
time when Christian soci-
ety was developing and
taking form the most di-
vergent and even contra-
dictory forces collabo-
rated, each one having a
certain similarity with
forces operating today.
Now the picture of Christ
we have today seems very
contradictory  at  first
glance. It still has some of
the traits of the old saint
or the heavenly monarch,
together with the modern
features of the friend of
the proletariat, or even of
the labor leader. But that
is only the expression of
the innermost contradic-
tions that our time is shot
through with." And earlier
he says: "Most representa-
tives of so-called modern
theology use the scissors
on their excerpts in accor-

dance with the critical
method dear to David
Strauss: the mythical part
of the gospels is cut away,
and what is left is sup-
posed to be the historical
nucleus. But finally even
this nucleus got to be too
thin in the hands of the
theologians.... In the ab-
sence of all historical pre-
cision, the name of Jesus
has become an empty
vessel for Protestant the-
ology, into which every
theologian pours his own
thoughts. One of them
makes Jesus a modern
Spinozist, another makes
him a socialist, while the
official professorial theol-
ogy naturally looks at him
in the religious light of the
modern state and recently
has come to present him
more and more as the reli-
gious representative of all
those efforts that today
claim a leading place in
the State theology of
Greater Prussia." [10]

It is no wonder then that
secular historiography
feels no great need for
investigating the origins
of Christianity if it starts
from the view that Christi-
anity was the creation of a
single person. If this view
were correct, we could
give up studying the rise
of Christianity and leave
its description to our po-
etic theologians.

But it is a different matter
as soon as we think of a
world-wide religion not as
the product of a single
superman but as a product
of society. Social condi-
tions at the time of the rise
of Christianity are very
well known. And the so-
cial character of early
Christianity can be stud-
ied with some degree of
accuracy from its litera-
ture. To be sure, the his-
torical value of the gos-
pels and the Acts of the
Apostles can not be set as
any higher than that of the
Homeric poems or the
Nibelungenlied. They may
deal with historical per-
sonages, but their actions
are related with such po-
etic freedom that it is im-
possible to get anything

like a historical descrip-
tion of those personages,
quite apart from the fact
that they are so mixed up
with fabulous creatures
that on the basis of these
stories alone it can never
be determined which of
the characters are histori-
cal and which are in-
vented. If we knew noth-
ing about Attila but what
the Nibelungenlied says
about him, we should
have to say, as we must
about Jesus, we do not
even definitely know
whether he lived or not, or
whether he is just as
mythical a character as
Siegfried.

But such poetical ac-
counts are invaluable for
the understanding of the
social conditions under
which they arose, and of
which they give a true
reflection no matter how
freely their authors may
have invented individual
facts and personages. The
extent to which the story
of the Trojan War and its
heroes rests on a historical
basis is obscure, perhaps
for ever. But as for the
nature of social conditions
in the Heroic Age, we
have two first-class his-
torical sources in the lliad
and the Odyssey.

Poetical creations are of-
ten far more important for
understanding a period
than the most faithful his-
torical accounts. For the
latter merely communi-
cate the personal, the
striking,  the
which has the least perma-
nent historical effect; the
former furnish us with a
look into the daily life and
labor of the masses, which
works continually and
lastingly and has the most
permanent effect on soci-
ety, but which the histo-
rian does not take note of
because it seems to him to
be so obvious and
wellknown. Thus in Bal-

unusual,

zac's novels we have one
of the most important
historical sources for the
social life of France in the
first decades of the nine-
teenth century.

(Continued on page 7)
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Arab aristocracy — who
had now joined Islam,
came to power.

Therefore, most of the
members of this new aris-
tocracy like Osman (the
third Khalif) had come
from the same old aristoc-
racy, and were among the
wealthiest Arabs of the
past. They had joined to
Islam when it had evolved
through these wars, geno-
cides and plunders, to a
powerful power and there-
fore, its good fortune had
started to rise. So, for
those who were instantly
after power it was natural

to join it.
Consequently, all those
who were in company

with Mohammad, were
either among the richest
Arabs from the past, like
Omar(the second Khalif
after Mohammad) and
Ossman (the third Khalif)
who had tripled their
wealth by joining Islam,
or were common people,
like Ali (the fourth Khalif)
who had nothing before
joining Islam, and got
extremely wealthy after-
ward.

Mohammed himself, be-
longed to the second
group. He gained a lot of
wealth both by marrying
Khadihjeh, and having his
exclusive share of the
plunders and booties, jus-
tifies by the verses he ini-
tiated by himself in the
name of the God.
According to these verses-
( And know that what-
ever thing you gain, a
fifth of it is for Allah and
for the Apostle and for
the near of kin and the
orphans and the needy
and the way-farer.” 8:41,
Quran, Shakir M. H.,
Translator. ), one fifth of
all booties in the war and
all the belongings of the
defeated commander.2 or
king belonged to him.
Consequently, when he
died he owned lots of vil-
lages as his land proper-

ties. Some of them
were:“Borgha”, “Dalal”,
“Awaf”, “Safieh”,
“Mossib”, Hasna”,
“Salaleh”  “Mashrabe-e-

Omme-Ibrahim” , “Vati”,
and more. ?

Another example was
“fadak”, one of the richest
villages in Arabia, over
which there was a fierce
fight between Ali and
“Abubakr”, after the death

of Mohammed. It was for
this village that Ali didn't
support Abubakr, for a
while. These were only
his land belongings.

Also, when Mohammed
died a dispute erupted
between his cousin Ali
and his uncle “Abas” over
his heritage

Ali was Mohammed’s
cousin and 4™ khalif. Be-
fore Islam he was a regu-
lar Arab with no wealth.
Later on, after taking part
in many wars in favor of
Islam he gained a huge
amount of wealth. Only
the annual income of one
of his palm garden was
40000 Dinner (160-kilo
gold). 4

The list of “Sabeghoon”-
( those who joind him
from the beginning. )
and “mogharaban” (
those who were with and
close to him. ) who were
the closest people to the
god and his messenger, as

Quran says, were:
Khadije, Abubakr, Os-
man, Zobeir, Abd-al-
Rahman-ibn-e-O’f, Saad-
ibn-abi-Vaghas, and
Talhe.

Ossman was Moham-

med’s son in law, and 3™
khalif. He left 100,000
dinar (400 kilos gold), one
million Derham cash and
a vast herds of horses and
camels — the value of his
lands was 200,000 dinar
(800-kilo gold). 5

Zobeir was a very rich
person from the begin-
ning, and one of the peo-
ple who joined Islam very
early. He was one of the
Mohammed’ cousins

The value of only one
piece of his heritage was
40000 Dinar (200-kilo
gold). He owned 1000
male slaves, 1000 female
slaves and 1000 horses,
plus 11 houses in Madina,
and various houses and
lands in Basra, Koofa,
Fastat, and Eskandarie.6
He left up to 35,000,000
Derham. 7

Abd-al-Rahman-ibn-e-
O’f, left 2,000,000 Der-
ham after his death. 8
Saad-ibn-e-abi-Vaghas,
one of the closest people
to Mohammed, died at age
of 55 in his palace in
“Madina” named
“Aghigh” and left behind
200,000 Derham. 9

Talhe left 30,000,000 Der-
ham as well. 10

And finally Omar, the
second Khalif was so rich
that when he was going

to marry “Omm-e- Kol-
soom”, Ali’s daughter, he
paid ten thousand dinar (
the standard gold coin of
the ancient Muslims and
one of the great commer-
cial currencies in Arabia
and in the Islamic em-
pire.)to Ali, only as bride
price (mehr).

Later, when Islam gained
strength and its star of
fortune was on the rise
due to those battles, and
genocides and robberies,
the elite of Ghoreish-
(One of the largest tribes
of Arabic Peninsula resid-
ing at Mecca and sur-
rounding areas. ) and
other tribes who had al-
ways been hungry for
power were left with no
reason to reject joining
him in the masquerade of
combating for god and so
forth.

Therefore, no wonder that
all Mohammed’s associ-
ates, from “Abu Baker”
up until “Omar”,
“Ossman” and “Ali” were
all either the richest Arabs
around, or they were be-
coming so thorough by
getting their hands in a lot
of wealth and belongings
by joining the Islamic
religion.

So was the Prophet him-
self, who had his exclu-
sive share of the plun-
dered materials, belong-
ings, wealth, and captive
women.

Hence, after they took
over the whole Arabian
Peninsula through attack-
ing Caravans, capturing
people's belongings and
genocide and waging wars
against other tribes and
consequently  escalating
themselves to the level of
a state, then proceeding
forward for their Imperial-
istic  ambitions,  they

started attacking other
countries.

Then Through threats,
taxation and  Islamic

Jazieh- ( That was a form
of Taxation-Extortion that
was imposed on Non-
Muslims in conquered
countries (territories), to
force them to submit to
Islam (become a Muslim),
because of the financial

consequences.  That is
exactly what the Catholic
Conquistadors  did in

Mexico and other parts of
the Americas in order to
convert the Indians force-
fully into Christianity. )
they made people in de-
feated countries to accept
Islam forcefully.

In fact even after all these
developments, still Mus-
lims compared to their
rival civilizations, were
much more backward.
That’s why their warriors
destroyed many manifes-
tations of civilization and
advancement in the cap-

tured lands that were
much more civilized and
ahead in history.

Muslims burned the larg-
est libraries of science of
that era in Persia (Iran),
and other locations based
on the self-proclamations
that all sciences are within
Quran itself and therefore
scientific documents are
of no use.

In addition, to each and
every scientist and phi-
losopher who would dare
to put unfounded and
meaningless verses of
Quran under scientific
reasoning and logic were
tagged as heretics and
their books would be
burnt, then he’d be killed
or exiled.

The greatest physician and
scientist of the 9th and
10th century, Zakaria
Razi, who is well known
as the discoverer of alco-
hol was blinded through
being hit on his head with
his own books.

The majority of his 271
scientific books and pa-
pers have been translated
into Latin. AlHaavie, his
large medical encyclope-
dia was translated into
Latin in 1279 AD, with 5
times being reprinted in
Europe. Ibn-E-
Moghaffa’,(His real name
was Abd-Al-Lah-Ibne-
Moghafa'. He was killed
by Kalif Mansoor, when
he was 36years old.

)~ the great Persian re-
searcher and translator
who translated numerous
Greek and Persian litera-
tures to Arabic was burnt
alive in fire in 763 AD
when he was accused of
being atheist.

Ibn-al-Arabi Muhyi al-
Din, a great Sufi mystic
thinker (1165-1240) was
another victim of the Is-
lamic terrorism in that
time.

He synthesized Hellenic,
Persian, and Indian sys-
tems of thought into his
own particular system
called “unity of exis-
tence”. More than 800
works have been attrib-
uted to him and some that
about 400 claims it have
survived.

For his thoughts, finally
he was suspected of pan-
theism, and after the
Ulama (religious leaders)
in Egypt denounced him
as a “heretic”, they try to
assassinate him.— 11

At the age of 62, the Arab
philosopher  Al-Kandee,
who had supported for
reconciliation between
Logic and Theology, what
Wahabis and Bin laden
call deviation, received 52
lashes. Books in his li-
brary were destroyed and
thrown into Dejla River,
which consequently
caused his death due to
the depression and psy-
chological pressures fol-

lowing  this  dramatic
event.- 12 ;,
Scientific achievements-

( Unlike what contempo-
rary historians have often
said in order to project a
politically correct image
of Islam.) and develop-
ments through Islam’s
Empire were, not only
unrelated to Islam, but
that in fact they were ma-
terialized in the struggle
against it. Such struggles,
due to the backwardness
of Muslims, were much
more bloody and horrific
than what was seen later
in Europe.

So, the development and
growth of science in Is-
lamic Empire was done
decisively by those who
dared to have doubts
about Mohammad’s
prophecy and delivered
messages or by those who
were struggling to set up

reason, against Islamic
blind Sharia.
Islam’s strife from the

beginning was nothing but
warfare, plundering and
genocide, spreading su-
perstitious nonsense as
their propaganda and
blocking the path of
knowledge and scientific
developments.

Even  Shiite = Muslims
whom Wahabis condemn
due to their alleged diver-
sion from real Islam, not
only have any hesitation
to admit these historical
facts, but further, they
emphasize on them as the
best way for their progres-
sions.

Ayatollah Khomeini, the
deceased leader of world
Shiites  admitted that:
"Quran utters: kill, knock
and incarcerate them,
your proclamation is mis-
apprehension of empa-
thy. Compassion they are
not, defiance of the lord

they are. If Amir-Al-
Momenin ~( As often
said by shiites, Amir-Al-
Momenin is a reference to
Ali, who was the
prophet’s cousin who is
generally known as the
forth Khalif of sonnies
and the first Imam of shi-
ites. He is the one who
accompanied with Zobeir,
only in one day cut off the
heads of 700 people of
Bani Ghoraize tribe, by
the order of Mohammed,
and as it was mentioned
before, this whole massa-
cre was a punishment for
their rejection of Islam.)

wanted to act with negli-
gence, he wouldn't be
pulling out his sword and
kill 700 individuals at
once. With trial and im-
prisonment the work is
not done and such child-
ish sentiments are not
actions of wisdom.” 13

In addition, the deceased
Ayatollah Khomeini be-
lieved that not only war
was anticipated by his
faith as a fundamental
basis of Islam, further he
said firmly that it has al-
ways been one of the in-
evitable principles of all
the Semitic religions. In
his view:

"A faith without war is
defected. If they had
given a chance to Jesus,
he would act in the same
order Moses and Noah
had acted. Those who
perceive that Jesus was
just an advisor of a sort,
principally possessed less
of such actions, meaning
that he did not have the
courage and strength for
battles and so forth.
These people harm the
Jesus’  prophecy and
message. Since messen-
gers do own swords, they
have battles, and fight to
rescue people. Just like
all our Imams who were
soldiers, and wore sol-
dier‘s outfits and went to
battles and all killed hu-
mans. Those who say
that Islam is not the re-
ligion of combat and Is-
lam shouldn’t murder do
not comprehend Islam.
Quran states: war; war;
meaning those who fol-
low Islam, should con-
tinue the war until Fet-
neh (evil, trouble, what-
ever that does not match
the theocracy’s ordain),
is pulled off of the world.
War is beneficial for the

(Continued on page 7)
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If you have been involved in :

(=« Motor Vehicle Accidents

e Slip and Fall Injuries

» Long Termn / Income Disability Claims
\._® Personal Injuries and Dog Bites

Call us to know your rights

Free Initial Consultation
Hospital or Home Visits
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