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(Continued from page 1)

FEOUNDATION OF .....

good but to satisfy the
rage of an individual."
This testimony is certainly
not something falsified by
Christians in their favor.
However its authenticity
too is disputed, since Dio
Cassius knows nothing of
a persecution of Christians
under Nero, although he
lived a hundred years later
than Tacitus. Suetonius,
writing shortly after Taci-
tus, also speaks, in his
biography of Nero, of a
persecution of Christians,
"men had given
themselves over to a new
and evil
tion" (chap. 16).
But
nothing at all of Jesus and
Tacitus does not
hand down his name to us.
Christ, the Creek word for
"the anointed," is merely
the Creek translation of
the Hebrew word
"Messiah." As to Christ's
work and the content of
his doctrine Tacitus says
nothing.

And that is all that we
learn about Jesus from
non-Christian sources of
the first century of our era.
Footnotes

[I] See e.g. Schiirer,
Geschichte des jiidischen
Volkes im Zeitalter Jesu
Christi, Vol. 1. 3rd edn.,
1901, P. 544 f.

[2] P. Schiirer, op. cit., pp.
438, 548, 581.

who
supersti-
tells us

Suetonius

cven

[3] Alb. Kalthoff, The
Rise of Christianity, Lon-
don 1907. PP 20, 21.

BOOK ONE:
THE PERSON OF
JESUS

(Part 2)
The Christian
Sources

BUT DO NOT the Chris-
tian sources gush forth all
the more richly? Do we
not have in the Gospels
the most extensive de-
scriptions of the teachings
and deeds of Jesus?

It is true they are exten-
sive; but as for credibility,
there's the rub. The exam-
ple of the falsification of
Josephus showed us a
character trait of ancient
Christian historians, their
complete indifference to
the truth. It was not the
truth, but effectiveness,
that they were interested
in, and they were not too
delicate in the choice of
their means.

To be fair, it must be
granted that they were not
alone in their age. The
Jewish religious literature
had no higher standards,
and the "heathen" mysti-
cal tendencies in the cen-
turies preceding and fol-
lowing the beginning of
our era were guilty of the
same sins. Credulousness
on the part of the public,
sensationalism  together
with lack of confidence in
their own powers, the
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need to cling to superhu-
man authority, lack of a
sense of reality (qualities
whose causes we shall
soon come to learn), in-
fected all of literature at
that time, and the more it
left the ground of the tra-
ditional the more it was so
infected. We shall find
numerous proofs of this in
the Christian and Jewish
literature. But the same
tendency appears in the
mystical philosophy,
which to be sure had an

inner affinity to Christian-
ity. We see this in the neo-
Pythagoreans, a trend that
began in the last century
before our era, a mixture
of Platonism and Stoi-

cism, full of revelations
and hungry for miracles,
professing to be the doc-
trine of the old philoso-

pher Pythagoras, who
lived in the sixth century
before our era--or before
Christ, as they say-and of
whom extremely little was
known. That made it all
the easier to attribute to
him anything that needed
the authority of a great
name.

"The  neo-Pythagoreans
wanted to be considered
faithful followers of the
old Samian philosopher:
in order to present their
theories as the old Py-
thagorean ones, those
countless forged docu-

ments were produced that
put anything at all into the
mouth of a Pythagoras or
an Archytas, no matter
how recent it was or how
well known as stemming
from Plate or Aris-
totle."[4]

We see exactly the same
phenomenon in the early
Christian literature, where
it has produced such a
chaos that for over a hun-
dred years a series of the
keenest minds have been
working on it without
getting very far in attain-
ing any definitive results.
How the most discordant
notions as to the origin of
the early Christian writ-
ings still exist side by side

can be shown by the case
of the Revelation of St.
John, an especially hard
nut to crack anyway.
Pfleiderer says of it in his
book on Early Christian-
ity, Its Writings and Doc-
trines:

"The book of Daniel was
the oldest of such apoca-
lypses and the model for
the whole genus. Just as
the key to the visions of
Daniel was found in the
events of the Jewish war
under Antiochus
Epiphanes, so the conclu-
sion was correctly drawn
that the apocalypse of
John too must be ex-
plained by means of the
conditions of its time.

Now since the mystic
number 666 in the eight-
eenth verse of the thir-
teenth chapter was inter-
preted almost simultane-
ously by various scholars
(Benary, Hitzig and
Reuss) as indicating the
Emperor Nero in Hebrew
letters, a comparison of
chapters 16 and 17 led to
the conclusion that Reve-
lation was written soon
after Nero's death in 68.
This long remained the
dominant view, in particu-
lar in the old Tiibingen
school, which still as-
sumed that the book was
written by the apostle
John and thought it had
the key to the whole book
in the party battles be-
tween Judaists and Paulin-
ists; this of course was not
done without crass arbi-
trariness  (especially in
Volkmar). A new step
toward the thorough study
of the problem was made
in 1882 by a student of
Weizsécker. Daniel
Volter, who used the hy-
pothesis of a repeated
expansion and revision of
a basic document between
the years 66 and 170 (later
up to 140), at the hands of
various authors. The liter-
ary method thus intro-
duced was varied in the
extreme during the next
fifteen years: Vischer
would have it that an
original Jewish document
had been worked over by
a Christian editor; Sabat-
ier and Schon postulated a
Christian document as the
basis, into which Jewish
elements had been in-
serted; Weyland distin-
guished  two
sources from the times of
Nero and Titus, and a
Christian editor in Tra-
jan's reign; Spitta saw a
Christian original of the
year 60 and Jewish
sources of 63 B.C. and 40
A.D.,
editor in Trajan's time;
Schmidt, three Jewish
sources and two Christian;
Volter, in a new work in

Jewish

with a Christian

1893, an original apoca-
lypse dating from the year
62 and four revisions un-
der Titus, Domitian, Tra-
jan and Hadrian. These
contradictory
and competing hypotheses
had the sole result that 'the
unprejudiced got the im-
pression that in the field
of New Testament schol-
arship there was nothing
sure and one could be sure
of nothing' (Jiilicher)." [5]
Pfleiderer believes none
the less that "the strenu-
ous researches of the last
twenty years" have given
a "definite result," but
does not venture to say
definitely what it is, but
opines that it "seems" so
to him. Almost the only
definitive conclusions one
can reach with respect to
early Christian literature
are negative ones; that is,
we can find out definitely
what is spurious.

It is certain that almost
none of the early Chris-
tian writings are by the
authors whose names they
bear; that most of them
were written in later times
than the dates given them;
and that their original text
was often distorted in the
crudest way by later revi-
sions and additions. Fi-
nally, it is certain that
none of the Gospels or
other early Christian writ-
ings comes from a con-
temporary of Jesus.

The so-called Gospel ac-
cording to St. Mark is
now regarded as the old-
est of the gospels, but was
not in any case composed
before the destruction of
Jerusalem, which the au-
thor has Jesus predict,
which, in other words,
had already happened
when the author began to
It was probably
written not less than half a
century after the time as-
signed for the death of
Jesus. What we see is thus
the product of half a cen-
tury of legend-making.

mutually

write.

(Continued on page 5)
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WOMEN AS SEX OBJECT

This article gives advice
to women, saying that
before going to work,
instead of making a plan
for attacking the day’s
work and effectively
completing the tasks,
they should make a plan
of attack for the men:

“Make-Up for Success
Guide

To make sure your lips
always look and stay lus-
cious, follow the Maxi
Guidebook.

Rule 1: Outline your plan
of attack. Line lips with a
lip contour lining pencil —
it outlines, shapes and
defines.

Rule 2: Make sure your
beauty lasts through the
day. How? With soft long
lasting lipstick... keep it
handy for touch ups after
the coffee break.

Rule 3: [...]

Rule 4: Keep a small bot-
tle in your purse or brief-
case to keep you feel and
smell beautifully all day
long.” *

So women are advised to
face their responsibilities
at  work “beautifully.”
Remember, “Cosmo” is
not just a magazine of
interest for a small minor-
ity of women. Millions of
copies are sold per month.
This, along with tens of
other magazines that carry
the same type of messages
and are considered to be
the highest-selling publi-
cations for women, influ-
ence millions of readers
on a regular basis.

So we are not talking
about some magazine’s
nonsensical drivel here.
We are talking about con-
tents and messages which
women are trained by, and
are brainwashed with on a
daily basis. Not so sure if
women actually listen to
these advices? Let’s look
at the following poll re-
garding preferences of
men and women in the
field of work:

According to this study,
30 per cent of men and
women that date each
other at a given time are
dating a coworker. Men
tend to date women of the
same status as themselves,
whereas women prefer
dating men belonging to
statuses above them (boss,
employer, supervisor, etc).

Why? Because men’s
intention  for  dating
women is sex, whereas
women’s intention for
dating men is climbing up
the ladder of success and
progress. Here is another
interesting excerpt from
the “Cosmo” magazine,
which is about how Maxi
will turn your work into
pleasure:

“Your appearance at
presentations and confer-
ences can influence the
reaction to what you have
to present. And maybe
help you make a lasting
impression on someone
that matters.”

After the article goes on to
speak about the impor-
tance of using hand mois-
turizer, and how to use it,
it goes on to say, “Your
hands help you express
yourself. So you’ll want
to keep them pretty...” So
it is “your hands” that do
this, not your ideas and
thoughts.

Then the article proceeds
to further reveal an impor-
tant secret that is meant to
help women succeed at
work:

“So, whether you’re mak-
ing a point at the podium
or holding a coffee cup,
your hands will show
you’re doing a beautiful
job.”

So your thinking capabili-
ties and your proficiency
at your job are not what
guarantee your success at
work and doing your
tasks. What is really im-
portant, in this case, is
beauty, and beauty of your
hands in this case, which
you are using to make a
point or hold a coffee cup.
This is the type of mes-
sage that “Cosmopolitan”
continually conveys to its
millions of readers in the
US and in many other
countries; the same type
of message that is con-
veyed to women by all the
four types of media, and
thus shapes them accord-
ingly.

Finally, we see pictures of
six different pairs of eyes
with different eye make-
up that are meant to show
you how “Maxi gives you
that eye for success” and
we read the advice telling
us that the secret to a good
-looking working
woman’s success is her
well-packaged  make-up
material.

Let us not assume that
these are just promotional

contents that have to do
with commercial adver-
tisements, and have noth-
ing to do with
“Cosmopolitan” magazine
itself. In the visual world
that we live in, graphic
advertisements have much
more power than written
ones, and as far as the
media is concerned, com-
mercial messages are
mostly conveyed through
pictures, and not text. This
explains why television
has turned into one of the
most influential devices
today.

Are you doubtful about
the fact that what comes
out of commercial adver-
tisements in such maga-
zines for women is in fact
in complete accordance
with the tactics and poli-
tics of the people who
create and run these publi-
cations? If so, let’s look at
the following excerpt
from Helen Brown’s writ-
ing, taken from the book
“Having Everything.”
Helen Brown was the
editor-in-chief of
“Cosmopolitan” for 32
years.

Her advice and guidance
comes from her own ex-
periences. As she states
herself, she has taken ad-
vantage of these experi-
ences on a daily basis
since the time that she
was a “troublesome”
youth, and later through-
out her 17 different jobs,
from being a secretary to
an editor-in-chief  for
“Cosmopolitan” in New
York. As you will see, the
essence of what she says
is the same as what is said
every day by fashion and
beauty magazines, publi-
cations that inject these
kinds of messages into
teenage or older women’s
minds, either through their
ads or through their arti-
cles. This is what Helen
Brown says:

“‘Packaging’ (how you
look and what you offer)
is important. Your pack-
age can attract many men,
but not all.” ° Brown dis-
covered this at the age of
19. Although,
“packaging” of sex for a
more alluring representa-
tion is not exactly what
she discovered. What she
discovered was the extent
to which beauty and
physical attractiveness
will give power to a
woman. She says, “I be-
gan to discover, around
age nineteen, that being

wanted ‘that way’ gave a
girl a kind of power over
men...” °
She does not believe that
being wanted necessarily
means being beautiful;
rather, it is the effort to
attract men that counts.
This is not something that
is specific only to beauti-
ful women. It is what any
woman can  achieve
through training and prac-
tice. And now she tells
you what the use of being
alluring and charming at
work is. She says this in a
section that is titled
“Forget trying not to be a
woman (whatever that
means) in business”:
“We said earlier that suc-
cessful women remain
sexual beings. What you
also need to remain- or
become if you already
aren’t- is  charming.
You’ll need all the charm
you can muster to be per-
suasive and comfortable
to be around, and charm
isn’t masculine or femi-
nine. If you can make a
man (boss, client, em-
ployee) feel more mascu-
line and confident because
of the way you look at
him when he talks, then
do.”
Don’t you enjoy such
bluntness? If so, read on:
“...I’ve seen one or two
cases of a man getting so
nutty about a female co-
worker, usually his em-
ployee, that he went ber-
serk and really did screw
up his career (with her
help, of course!) but I
have never seen it happen
the other way around,
never! Maybe that’s be-
cause until recently we
didn’t have any high-
powered career to screw
up!”’
John Molloy, author of
“The Woman’s Dress for
Success,” talks about this
is such a straightforward
and honest manner:
Along with their other
abilities and potentials,
women have a special
power, which is sex and
being charming for men
as an investment for their
progress.
If women want to climb
up to high statuses like
men, they must use this
ability at work in order to
have influence on them. In
other words, they should
use it as an investment for
their progress.
For this purpose, they
must present their appear-
(Continued on page 4)

Discusion Round Table

By Dr. Kaveh Parsi

WALKING DEAD

Recently 1 was at a scientific conference in
Turkey. | had the opportunity to get to meet
a few (around 20) high ranking Iranian scien-
tists from Iran who attended this conference.

I took advantage of this opportunity to de-
bate some of the issues that | thought an
intelligent mind could handle. But, to my sur-
prise, | was wrong.

There were over 10 of them who participated
in the discussions (fanatically backing the
Islamic Regime) but there were about 5 to 6
of them that were completely silent during
these debates.

At one opportunity, | cornered one of them
and asked him “why you guys don’t say any-
thing?”

He answered “l have nothing to say in sup-
port of this tyrannical regime. These who are
openly and vigorously debating with you and
endorsing the Ayatollahs are the regime’s
pawns and have nothing to fear. When | go
back to Iran, | am at the mercy of the Killing
Secret Service of this Islamic Regime.”

He then added the following which still bugs
my mind.

“Over the years we turned into “walking
dead” to only survive the life not to live the
life.” m

Kaveh
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WOMEN AS SEX OBJECT

change. This means pick-
ing the people who would
potentially be the most
productive for him, for the
amount of money that
they are being paid. Being
efficient, here, means be-
ing stronger and capable
of doing more work in a
certain amount of time,
being more talented, hav-
ing had more training,
and/or producing a better
quality of work for the
considered amount of sal-
ary.

Beauty is a characteristic
that is not mentioned in a
contract, because having it
as a factor would be con-
sidered as discriminating
between people. This is
the reason why employers
are forbidden to put up ads
that say that they are look-
ing for attractive women
or men. For this same rea-
son, when an employer
picks a more attractive
woman from a larger
number of applicants, he
often does not pay extra
for her attractiveness. In
other words, he is using
this asset towards the bet-
terment of his own busi-
ness, for free.

Just like workforce,
beauty also requires rou-
tine care and mainte-
nance. This is done
through applying cos-
metics, special diet, exer-
cise, and so on. Usually
the employer must com-
pensate for the amount
that was spent for rou-
tine maintenance, and
here we are talking
about the case of an em-
ployee that is not par-
ticularly attractive. Oth-
erwise, since aesthetic
beauty is one of the lim-
ited products of nature,
when the employer is
dealing with a signifi-
cantly attractive individ-
ual, he must be paying
more to add this asset to
his workforce. As of
now, this is not too rele-
vant to the current dis-
cussion because of the
fact that these extraordi-
narily sexy and beautiful
women are hired in spe-
cial professions as mod-
els, actresses, or legal
prostitutes (where al-
lowed), in which their
rare beauty is utilized as
a main requirement for
the job. Of course, these

professions happen to be
high paying.

In short, as long as the
employer needs his em-
ployees to be at least
somewhat good-looking,
or if not, to compensate
for it through other
means such as cosmetics,
he must at least pay for
the relevant expenses.
This is the same asset
(beauty) that 1 talk
about. Usually, the em-
ployer does not pay such
price, and hires the
more attractive appli-
cant over the less attrac-
tive one, thus avoiding
payment for a valuable
asset in his workforce. It
should be said that such
exchange is favorable to
the employer only when
aesthetics is of value and
use to him.

Usually, the employer
considers the product of
physical beauty in two
cases. In one case the
employer may need it
for his personal benefit.
At other times, this asset
would be of use toward
the success of the em-
ployer’s business.

If the intentions of the
employer have to do
with his own sexual de-
sires, depending on how
attractive the applicant
is and how practical it
would be for the em-
ployer to achieve his
intentions, the employer
would be willing to nego-
tiate other assets to some
extents. This means
looking over some of the
required qualitative and
quantitative capabilities
that are supposedly re-
quired for the job. Here,
the trade consists of both
sex and labor in return
for money. In the latter
situation, it is essentially
a trade of sex with
money. Though, as men-
tioned earlier, in both
cases it is for the per-
sonal use of the buyer.
As far as this concerns
the female applicant, she
may not personally want
to be of any sexual ad-
vantage to the employer
by any means. In this
case, she would usually
convey this through the
way that she applies
make-up, her behavior,
the way she dresses, and
her movements during
the interview. '

As far as the exploitative
employer is concerned, on
the other hand, depending
on how experienced and

intelligent of a person he
is, he would usually avoid
investing on something
that he is uncertain about
being able to acquire. In
this case, the woman is
losing her opportunity to
win in the competition of
being hired, through un-
deremphasizing her own
assets. This is because she
would not be willing to
give anything beyond her
labor in return for the in-
tended salary. Lets see
what Helen Brown has to
say in her book, “Having
It All: Love, Success, Sex,
Money”, which is a very
blunt and straightforward
explanation about her own
experience:

“My assessment is totally
personal, totally preju-
diced, but I think if an
employer or boss is giving
you a bad time with his
unwanted sexual atten-
tions and absolutely won’t
stop though you’ve rea-
soned with him and com-
plained to management,
then you have to leave.
Did no one ever change
jobs because of other un-
pleasant working condi-
tions? This is simply one
of them.

“Thinking back to the
Forties - will you allow
me? - when jobs were not
easy to get, when you did
not do anything to rebuff
or offend a boss, even a
horny one, lest he fire
you, a lot of passes were
surely made but, Jesus, I
can’t remember anything
really heavy or bad com-
ing out of it. One of my
bosses at dear, staid Mu-
sic Corporation of Amer-
ica used to ask me to
come in on Sundays to
‘get rid of this extra
work,” and he would
chase me around his beau-
tiful quiet office with all
those fabulous antiques
and sometimes catch me,
but only for a few hugs
and kisses.... Was that so
terrible? No, it shouldn’t
have been part of the job,
but how much trouble was
[in?”?

If a woman intends to
engage in any type of sex
trade in her work, she
would probably try and
get her intentions, about
this and how much she is
willing to go along with
it, through to the em-
ployer. Initially she
would do this through
her gestures and general
appearance, and later on
she would try and dem-

onstrate it as she be-
comes involved in the
job.

Because it is generally
strictly forbidden and
illegal to talk about this
issue, especially at the
time of hiring, and be-
cause it may lead to dire
consequences for the
employer, both parties
often try to communi-
cate regarding their in-
tentions relative to this
issue in an indirect and
non-verbal manner in
the beginning. The more
specific extents to which
each party’s intentions
go will be communicated
later on through nego-
tiations and practical
efforts.  Would the
woman be willing to ulti-
mately sleep with her
boss? What does it take
for that to happen?
Would she give in to
sexual advances only for
the purpose of securing
her career? Or would it
be anything beyond that,
such as being promoted
to a higher career status,
receiving expensive gifts,
or, ultimately, getting
married in order to have
a happy, fortunate life?
In the latter case, when
the employer’s intention
is the use of the beauty
product for the purpose
of advancing his busi-
ness, and not personal
advantages, the
woman’s beauty is for
the use of the customers/
clients and for attracting
business. A well known
instance of this is hiring
attractive women as
salespersons for the
means of attracting
more customers. This
sometimes serves as the
reason to why in some
professions we see many
more women than men
as employees.

Why is it that women
are usually the ones
whose aesthetic beauty
and sexual appeal is
used for means of at-
tracting customers/
clients?

Why not men? Aren’t
there just as many
women out there who
are potential customers
or clients?

This is because men gen-
erally have higher finan-
cial power and more
power to spend and buy.
Thus, businesses find it
more important to ap-

peal to them. In fact, if
you pay attention to ad-
vertisements on TV, the
majority of them depict
men as consumers. In
addition, men make the
majority of the higher-
status jobs, whereas
women, who have been
turned into subjects of
beauty and sex, are
forced to use that beauty
in order to compete with
other men when it is of
any use to employers.

In the year 1996, 77.9%
of waiters and 81% of
public  transportation
attendants were women,
* and to find at least a
considerable part of the
reason for these exam-
ples, we must look at the
above-mentioned reality.
I say a considerable part
because I never claim
that the gender composi-
tion in the field of work
is completely because of
the sex factor. We must
not forget other factors
such as women’s higher
proficiency (due to past
history) in  specific
works such as home-
related matters, and also
women’s higher level of
being focused, being
caring, and feeling re-
sponsible in some tasks.

Why cosmetics are so
important for women in
the field of work.

Cosmetics are another
means used for the pur-
pose of offering the
product of sex in its
maximally attractive
and alluring shape and
form. Putting effort for
this means takes up a
significant amount of
women’s time, focus,
and energy on a daily
basis. The daily average
for the time women
spend on their make-up
before going to work
every day is one hour.
We should add this up to
the time expended for
purchasing the cosmet-
ics and the time spent
for earning the money
that is paid for the cos-
metics, in addition to the
time that many women
spend to read fashion
and beauty magazines in
order to keep themselves
informed of the relevant
news, latest fads, and
new discoveries. Only
then would we have a
more realistic view as to
the actual time and ef-
fort wused daily by

women (in general) for
their beautification.
Let’s not forget that we
did not consider the
amount of time spent by
a large proportion of
women for earning the
money to cover the high
expenses for surgical
cosmetic procedures
done on their faces or
other body parts.
When we add all of this
together we will realize
how a truly significant
part of women’s time is
spent for maintenance of
their aesthetic beauty.
I have previously dem-
onstrated why women
generally care more for
their beauty than men
do, and why being beau-
tiful is important to
them to the extent that it
is. Women tend to find
identity through their
beauty, whereas men
tend to do so through
social status and career.
Thus, whereas men usu-
ally spend most of their
time and energy for ad-
vancement of their ca-
reers and  statuses,
women usually do so for
looking beautiful and
attractive.
I have also explained
enough times about the
way in which in a patri-
archal society, from the
time of  childhood
women are  taught
through different means
to use their looks and
appearance as means
(not the only means, but
at least along with other
important ones) to suc-
ceed. In the meanwhile,
men are advised to per-
sistently try and in-
crease their knowledge
and skills and to take
personal responsibility
in their tasks, all in or-
der to advance in the
hierarchy of their com-
pany, workplace, or
other fields of profes-
sion.
Let’s take a look at how
a woman could handle
her job’s responsibilities
“beautifully.” The fol-
lowing has been taken
from the
“Cosmopolitan” maga-
zine, from a series of
articles meant to teach
the reader how to use
Maxi cosmetic products
in order to succeed at
work. The title of one of
these articles is: “Facing
Up to Your Responsi-
bilities ... Beautifully.”
(Continued on page 3)
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The Sex Trade at Work

(PART SIX)
Do women sell only
their labor in their
work agreement?

Writer: siamac sotudeh
Translator: Babak

Most of the time, the answer to this
question would be yes. Though, many
times it is not true. Have you ever
heard of a man being refused a job
because of not being sexy and attrac-
tive? Probably not. In the case of
women, however, this happens quite
often.
Usually, rejection due to the men-
tioned reason is not directly said to the
applicant because of the fact that it is
unlawful and looked down upon.
Though, it frequently is the actual
reason, as beauty is often a very sig-
nificant plus in hiring women. Most of
us are familiar with this experience,
either directly, or through what we
hear from others. Why is this? It is
because by hiring attractive work-
force, it is as if the employer is paying
less for it. Do you find this hard to
believe? Then read on.
A job contract is an agreement be-
tween the employer and his employee.
In the contract, the employee is agree-
ing to give in his physical and mental
labor for a certain amount of time in
exchange for a certain amount of
money, and, in essence, to sell his
labor to the employer.
When the employer tries to select the
best out of all the applicants, he is
aiming for the most efficient ex-
(Continued on page 2)
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6 dead after Hamas fires on
Arafat rally

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip - Hamas security forces opened fire
Monday at a rally by the rival Fatah movement commemorating
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. Six people were killed in the
bloodiest day of intra-Palestinian fighting since Hamas seized
control of the Gaza Strip in June.

Some 250,000 Fatah supporters joined Monday's rally in a ma-

(Continued on page 8)

This is an action alert
to gain your help
in defending
free expression in
Ontario public schools!

As you may know, at least three
Catholic school boards have
pulled Philip Pullman' book The
Golden Compass and the rest
of his Dark Materials trilogy
off their library shelves pending
review. Please read on to learn
more about the issue and take 2-
5 minutes to help Centre for
Inquiry Ontario defend giving
children the broadest range of
debate on controversial issues.
"*School board pulls ‘anti-God’
book: Halton Catholic trustees
and staff to review fantasy that
is ‘apparently written by an
atheist™*

( Continued on page 6 )

Bin Laden the Only Real Muslim

Why do Bi Laden and other

fundamentalists have so much animaosity to-
wards western civilization and the U. S.?

Iranian Dissident

Wins Secularist

of the Year Prize

As mentioned earlier, the
social order and life style in
Bin Laden's Perspective goes
back to a thousand four-
hundred years ago, meaning
of the [dark] middle Ages
and an era even before that,
the times in which humans
and especially women did
not possess any sorts of po-
litical, social and even indi-
vidual rights. In reality,
nowadays we are facing ab-
solutely different situations
and conditions.

There’s been now for centu-

ries in Europe and America
that Parliamentarian orders

have been established in
which people have relatively
remarkable individual and
social rights in contrast with
the past. Not only autocratic
orders such as monarchical
dictatorships, Pharaohs etc.
do not exist anymore, but
also to a large extent the in-
terference of church and re-
ligion to individual and so-
cial lives of people has
ended.

Materialization of many indi-

vidual and social rights such
as right for divorce, choosing
spouse, freedoms,
freedom of religion and hav-

sexual

(Continued on page 7)

Awoman who has spent her
life opposing the mistreatment
of women by the Iranian cleri-
cal regime has been awarded
the £5,000 prize for Secularist
of the Year by the National
Secular Society.
Mina Ahadi, an Iranian exile
now living in Germany, was
(Continued on page 6 )

Foundation
Of Christianity

By: Karl Kaotsky
Translated BY: Ahmad khazei

Following is a part of an
article which has been
missed by mistake from
previuose issue.
Please accept our apology.
ROWSHANGAR

The founder of their name,
Christ, was executed by the
procurator Pontius Pilate in
the reign of Tiberius; the su-
perstition was thereby sup-
pressed for the moment, but
broke out again, not only in
Judea, the land in which this
evil originated, but in Rome
itself, to which everything
horrible or shameful streams
from all sides and finds

increase. First a few were
taken, who made confessions;
then on their indications an
enormous throng, who were
not accused directly of the
crime of arson, but of hatred
of humanity. Their execution
became a pastime; they were
covered with the skins of wild
beasts and then torn to pieces
by dogs, or they were cruci-
fied, or prepared for burning
and set on fire as soon as it
was dark, to give light in the
night. Nero lent his gardens
for this spectacle and arranged
circus games, in which he
mingled among the crowd in
the clothing of a charioteer or
drove a chariot himself. Al-
though these were criminals
who deserved the
punishments, sympathy arose
for them as being sacrificed
not so much for the general

severest

(Continued on page 4)
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6 Dead After Hamas...

jor square of Gaza City,
carrying  pictures  of
Arafat, yellow Fatah flags
and wearing trademark
black-and-white Arab
headdresses. It was the
biggest outpouring of sup-

port for Fatah since
Hamas' violent takeover of
the territory.

The crowd scattered as
masked Hamas security
men ran through the city
streets, firing weapons.
Two hours later, hundreds
of Hamas gunmen con-
trolled the protest site and
were arresting protesters
as they tried to flee.

An eyewitness, identifying
himself as Abu Samir,
said Hamas security men
appeared to fire unpro-
voked. "I saw brutality. I
saw gunmen shoot at peo-
ple. I saw them catch a
boy and beat him with a
stick," he said.

At least 85 people were
wounded, medical offi-

cials said.
The office of moderate
Palestinian President

Mahmoud Abbas, who
leads the Fatah govern-
ment out of the West
Bank, denounced Hamas'
actions as a "heinous
crime."

Hamas officials accused
Fatah of provoking the
violence. taking
over Gaza, Hamas has
rounded up Fatah support-
ers, confiscated weapons
and barred many large
public gatherings.

"Before the rally, Fatah
militants were deployed

Since
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throughout the area," said
Ehab Ghussen, spokes-
man for the Hamas-

beliefs and Abbas has
been using the third anni-
versary of his death to

controlled Interior Minis-
try. "Fatah is responsible
for continued incitement
against the Palestinian

police, and there was a
clear attempt to bring
back chaos."

Hamas said Fatah gunmen
took positions on the roof-
top of a building near the
rally site. No Fatah gun-
men were visible on the
streets during the clashes,
though a handful of Fatah
militiamen were earlier
turned away from the rally
by organizers....

Arafat, Fatah's founder, is
still widely loved by Pal-
estinians of all political

1;\ "rﬂ':‘ ..

rally support on the
streets.

In a gesture of support for
Abbas, Prime Minister

officials put the number of
Palestinians in Israeli jails
at 12,000. But govern-
ment statistics show Israel
is holding around 8,700
Palestinians on security
charges ranging from
armed attacks to throwing
stones, the Israeli human
rights group B'Tselem
said.

Because so many Pales-
tinian families have rela-
tives held in Israeli jails,
prisoner releases are a
charged issue in Palestin-
ian society, and releases
are considered a confi-
dence-building measure.
The Annapolis meeting is

Ehud Olmert

disclosed
plans Monday to release
more than 400 Palestinian
prisoners in a goodwill
gesture before the peace

conference, Israeli law-
makers said.

Olmert told parliament's
influential Foreign Affairs
and Defense Committee
that Israel would release
more than 400 Palestinian
prisoners ahead of the
summit, according to law-
makers Yossi Beilin and
Yuval Steinitz. Palestinian

meant to formally re-
launch peace talks, which
broke down in violence
nearly seven years ago.
"It's a meeting meant to
give an opportunity to
jumpstart the peace proc-
ess between us and the
Palestinians, a process we
are interested in advanc-
ing seriously and consis-
tently. We intend to reach
understandings, as soon as
possible," he later told
lawmakers ~ from  his
Kadima Party. m

ba salaam,
dear mr. sotudeh,

congradulations on
"roshangar" joining the
media. As it says in vol-
ume 7, it was late, but
hopefully not too late, for
publishing such a maga-
zine against "khorafat”. |
don’'t want to write too
much, but all | need to
say is that you shouldn't
have attacked religion so
directly. Not only do you
seem naive this way, but
it gives credit to religion.
I believe even if there
was a god, Mohammad
should not have broken
people's "bots"! he/she
who needs a "bot", if you
break it for him, he/she
will find another "bot".
People need to be,
"roshan", as your maga-
zine is trying to do. Then
they will break their
"bots" themselves. to
give you more up-to-date
examples, 0OJ simpson
wouldn't have gotton
away with his murder had
it not been for the media
and prosecuters being so
hard on him. It was be-
cause of them that he
received so much pity.
Also, ahmadinejad would-

n't be that successful in
his speech in columbia
university if mr.blinger
didn't attack him so di-
rectly. All I want to say
is, please, mr. sotudeh,
calm down and do just
“Rowshangari”.

I wish you and vyour
magazine success,

A reader
from dallas,tx
HER
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(Continued from page 1)
Bin Ladin The Only Real...

ing any sort of personal
faith, and even not having
any, freedom in choosing
clothing, and personal
lifestyles, and things that
in the past were unimagin-
able has created such a
new life style and social
relations and in a single
word such a new civiliza-
tion, that are far away
from what Islamic groups
like Talibans and Bin
Laden are trying to ac-
complish.

Generally the world of
Bin Laden and Talibans,
including the whole Is-
lamic world, belong to a
long gone era past and at
its best form is similar to
the conditions of Europe
before the revolutions of
the 18™ century that dif-
fers profoundly with the
capitalist civilization of
today and individual
rights included in it.

These are two distinguish-
able thought patterns, two
separate orders of govern-
ing, two different life-
styles and generally two
thoroughly different ide-
ologies related to two
absolutely distinct histori-
cal eras of human history
that are separated from
each other by centuries of
struggle for liberty and
advancements.

The '"Islamic Jamaat
Party of Pakistan" that
supported Bin Laden and
Talibans while Afghani-
stan was under the U.S.
attack, through that period
was trying to create a re-
bellion within Pakistan,
for many years has been
trying to establish manda-
tory Hejab (veil bearing)
laws, separating women
and men in universities,
Ghessass- law establish-
ment and other Islamic
regulations like valuing
women’s testimonies in
court as half of men’s
(two women’s testimony

equating a single man's),
and has been struggling to
establish the marriage,
divorce, inheritance and
other remaining Islamic
regulations which, differs
from heaven to earth from
the existing laws practiced
in the western countries.
Based on Islamic Shariat
laws as the Islamists in
Pakistan imagine them,
women  should  wear
Burqas, accept men's di-
vorce right, and their pos-
session of a number of
wives, and gain half of
men’s inheritance e.g.
amongst kids of the de-
ceased the sons earn twice
as much of inheritance
wealth and properties than
the daughters.

In their document named,
Vision and Comment,
Jamaat Islami of Pakistan
in the section of “Vision
and commitment” we
read:

“Sovereignty belongs to
Allah alone and authority
is a trust to be exercised
in accordance with the
Islamic injunctions as
embodied in the Quran
and the sunnah. Shura
(mutual consultation) is
the method of govern-
ment.”

Don’t confuse Shura with
parliament, or Soviets,
because Shura doesn’t
have any power and only
acts as a consulting organ
for the king, Kalif or the
religious figure that has
absolute authority over
everything. Also we have
to know that the consulta-
tion is mutual between
Shura and him. Therefore,
whenever he wants to
decide about something he
consults with Shura, of
course if he wants, but the
final decision always falls
in his hand. Who are the
members of Shura? In the
best situation, representa-
tives of the people, but in
the election to elect these
representatives only Mus-

lims can be candidates.

And of course, not any
Muslim , only those
whose eligibility has been
approved by the religious
authorities. This is exactly
the way in which it is ex-
ercised in Iran as of now.

In another part of the bill
under the title of “State
policy” we read:

“The Quranic code is the
supreme law of the Mus-
lim community and it
must be enforced entirely
in all aspects of life.”
Also, in the section of
“Strategy of Change”, it
says:

“The sovereignty of Al-
lah must be established in
all fields of human exis-
tence ... Establishment of
Islamic society and state
is as much a part of the
prophetic modal as indi-
vidual godliness and sex-
ual morality.

“The Jamaat, drawing its
inspiration from the pro-
phetic mode of Madina...
It has established that the
Quran and the sunnah of
the prophet are the cor-
ner stone of Islamic faith
and culture...lIslamic law
be made the criterion by
which to judge the public
and private conduct of all
rulers and ruled a like,
and the chief source of
all legislation. All politi-
cal power, whether legis-
lature, executive or judi-
cial, is exercisable within
the limits not only of Al-
lah and his prophet for
the promotion and en-
forcement of the values
prescribed by Islam. Ja-
maat’s intellectual inspi-

ration comes  from
thoughts of Maulana
Sayyid Abul Ala

Maududi, who along with
the great thinker poet Dr.
Mohammed Igbal began
this Islamic movement in
South Asian subconti-
nent. Hence a party

launched with nearly 25
persons in 1941. In 1947

it had 625 members.”

The ideals of the rest of
Islamic groups, including
rival Shiites, doesn't vary
much with Bin Laden and
Wabhabis’ dark and middle
aged looking vouch to
humanity. After arising to
power, in one of his
speeches toward Islamic
republic leaders Ayatollah
Khomeini ferociously and
straightforward stated:

"... Most of our impris-
oned individuals are rot-
ten. If we do not Kill
them then each one of
them will go out and kill
people. They are incur-
able. We need sorts of
Khalifs to do hand cut-
tings, punishment flog-
ging and stoning women.-
Very much like Allah's
messenger used to do the
hand cutting, and alike
him who massacred Bani-
Ghoraizeh Jews- due to
their being dissatisfied
with his order, if the mes-
senger ordered to capture
that place, to put that
house in fire, eliminate
that tribe, he has com-
mended justice...Human
living should be safe-
guarded by Ghesass"
since existence of masses
remains beneath the ap-
plication of Ghesass.
Some years of jail won't
do the job. Leave aside
these  childish  senti-
ments.”

In regard to his ideologi-
cal opponents in another
speech Khomeini stated
that:

"By not cutting heads
and burning some thou-
sands of these spoiled
[heretic and intellectual
people] in public to end
the matter and have the
problem solved we simply
made an error."

He simply rejected the
usage of courts, trial, and
imprisonment of oppo-
nents and in summary the
western justice system,
and demanded the burning
and slaughtering of his

opponents and the regime,

7 e

which performed these
actions in vicious bloody
manners.

These individual freedoms

and rights that the people
have today in the western
world were not gained
easily and overnight.
They rather were achieved
through decades and cen-
turies of efforts and strug-
gles for basic human
rights and liberty. Humans
like Bruno- in Europe
were burnt in fire. Bloody
uprisings and revolutions
took place such as ones in
North America and
France, in which for the
first time, the bells had
chimed for personal free-
doms, expelling religion
from social lie and over-
throwing dictatorships of
individual kings and alike.
Every achievement of
humanity through western
civilization were gained as
the result of the centuries
of constant struggles on
the road of freedom; and
the combativeness of Is-
lamic trend and Bin Laden
is nothing but trying to
return society to the past
and taking away such ac-
complishments.

Even at its own times the
Islamic government was
not desired by the people.
How could it be possible
for the people to candidly
desire or accept chains of
slavery and horrible con-
trols of their social and
personal lives, being put
upon their necks, the way
Islam has done in its own
time?

Islamic methods of domi-
nance and indoctrination
of those times were en-
forced upon  people
through murdering, threats
and terrorization.

"~ The primitive principle
accepted by Islam of re-
taliation for the harm in-
flicted. Therefore, if re-
taliation is not agreed to
be fulfilled by paying
money, camel, or other
materials, then physical

retaliation like killing for
killing, eye for eye, and so
on, will be allowed

" Sangsaar (Stoning), the
law through which, adul-
terous women, i.e. ,any
wedded woman who has
any sexual relations with
others, shall be placed into
a ground hole and so
many stones are thrown
upon her body until she
dies. According to various
Islamic Scholars, the
stones should not be too
small to be insignificant
nor too big to put to death
immediately without pain.

* Bani Khoraize was an
Arabic tribe which, al-
though had its people sur-
rendered in their battle
with the Muslims, never-
theless under
Mohammad’s command;
necks of 700 of them were
razed by the swords and
all their wealth, belong-
ings, kids and women
were distributed amongst
the winners as slaves and
takings. Tabari writes:
“The Prophet ordered
ditches to be made in the
ground and they brought
jews and razed their
necks. Their number were
six or seven hundred, and
the most it's said were
eight to nine hundred."
Tabari, Persian, vol. 3, p.
1088.

1- Jamaat Islami Party of
Pakistan, Vision and
Comment

2- Ibid.

3- Ibid.

4- Khomeini’s Speech in
commemoration of the
Islamic Prophet’s date of
birth for the high officials
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

5- Khomeini’s Speech in
front of the Khobregan
Assembly (Expertise, an
Islamic alternative to Con-
stitutional Assembly).
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(Continued from page 5)
FOUNDATION OF ....

by the figure of the prophet
Daniel, of whom the book
of Daniel reports that he
lived under Nebuchadnez-
zar, Darius and Cyrus, that
is in the sixth century B.C.,
worked the greatest of
miracles and made prophe-
cies that were fulfilled later
in the most amazing way,
ending with the prediction
that great afflictions would
come to Judaism, out of
which a savior would res-
cue -them and raise them to
new glory. This Daniel
never lived; the book deal-
ing with him was written
about 165, at the time of the
Maccabean uprising; and it
is no wonder that all the
prophecies that the prophet
ostensibly made in the sixth
century were so strikingly
confirmed up to that year,
and convinced the pious
reader that the final predic-
tion of so infallible a
prophet must come to pass
without fail. The whole
thing is a bold fabrication
and yet had the greatest
effect; the belief in the Mes-
siah, the belief in a Savior
to come, got its strongest
sustenance from it, and it
became the model for all
future prophecies of a Mes-
siah. The book of Daniel
also shows, however, how
casually fraud was prac-
ticed in pious circles when
it was a question of attain-
ing an end. The effect pro-
duced by the figure of Jesus
is therefore no proof at all
of its historical accuracy.
Hence the only thing left of
what Harnack thought
could still be rescued from
the gospels as an historical
nucleus is the Passion of
Christ. But this is so filled
with miracles from begin-
ning to end, up to the Res-
urrection and Ascension,
that even here it is virtually
impossible to get any kind
of reliable historical nu-
cleus. We shall look further
into the credibility of this
story of the Passion later
on.

Matters are in no better
shape with the rest of early
Christian literature. Every-
thing that ostensibly comes

from contemporaries of
Jesus, as from his apostles
for instance, is known to be
spurious, at least in the
sense that it is a production
of some later time.

And as for the letters that
are attributed to the apostle
Paul, there is not one whose
authenticity is not in dis-
pute, and many of them
have been shown by his-
torical criticism to be alto-
gether false. The baldest of
these forgeries is the sec-
ond letter to the Thessaloni-
ans. In this counterfeit letter
the author, using the name
of Paul, warns: "That ye be
not soon shaken in mind, or
be troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by
letter as from us" (2, 2).
And at the end the forger
adds: "The salutation of
Paul with mine own hand,
which is the token in every
epistle: so I write." It was
just these words that be-
trayed the forger.

A number of other letters of
Paul are perhaps the earliest
literary evidence of Christi-
anity. About Jesus however
they tell us virtually noth-
ing, except that he was
crucified and rose again.

It will not be necessary, at
least for our readers, to go
into details as to what to
think about the Resurrec-
tion. In a word, there is
hardly anything left in the
Christian literature that can
be said to be a solidly es-
tablished fact about Jesus.
Footnotes:

[4] Zeller, Philosophie det
Griechen, Part 3, Sec. 2,
Leipzig 1868, p. 96.

[5] Pfeiderer, Urchristen-
tum, 1902, I1, p. 282 f.

[6] Cf. on this point David
Strauss, Das Leben Jesu,
Tiibingen 1840. [, 227 f.
[7] "Then said Mary unto
the angel, How shall this
be, seeing I know not a
man? And the angel an-
swered and said unto her,
The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee," etc.

[8] "being (as was sup-
posed) the son of Joseph."
[9] Pfleiderer, Urchristen-
tum, I, p. 408.

(Continued from page 1)
Iranian Woman won ...
presented with the prize in
London on Saturday (20
October). In his statement
honouring Mina Ahadi,
Professor Richard Dawkins
said:

“I have long felt that the
key to solving the world-
wide menace of Islamic
terrorism and oppression
would eventually be the
awakening of women, and
Mina Ahadi is a charis-
matic leader working to
that end. The brutal sup-
pression of the rights of
women in many countries
throughout the Islamic
world is an obvious out-
rage. Slightly less obvious,
but just as outrageous, is
the supine willingness of
western liberals to go along
with it. It is worse than
supine, it is patronising and
condescending: "Wife-
beating is part of 'their'
culture. Who are we to
condemn their traditions?"

A religion so insecure as to
mandate the death penalty
for apostasy is not to be
trifled with, and ex-
Muslims who stand up and
fight deserve our huge ad-
miration and gratitude for
their courage. Right out in
front of this honourable
band is Mina Ahadi. I sa-
lute her and congratulate
her on this well-deserved
award as Secularist of the
Year.”

Mina Ahadi started her
serious political activities
when she was 16 and living
in Iran. She was at univer-
sity in 1979 in Tabriz at the
time of the Iranian revolu-
tion and she began immedi-
ately to organise demon-
strations and meetings to
oppose the compulsory
veiling of women. This
courageous dissent got her
noticed by the Islamic re-
gime’s authorities and soon
she had to go underground
to avoid retribution.

The end of 1980 her house

was raided by the police
and her husband and four
of their comrades arrested.
Mina escaped only because
she wasn’t at home at the
time. Her husband and the
four arrested were all exe-
cuted by firing squad soon
after. She lived under-
ground for some time and
then fled to Iranian Kurdi-
stan in 1981, where she
continued to  struggle
against the Islamic regime
for the next ten years. In
1990 she went to Vienna.
She moved to Germany in
1996 and has lived in
Europe since then.

In all that time, Mina Ahadi
has struggled mightily for
the rights of women. She
founded the International
Committee against Stoning
— which now has over 200
branches throughout the
world. She also heads the
International ~ Committee
against Executions and is
the spokesperson for the
newly formed women’s

rights organisation, Equal
Rights. She formed the
Central Council
Muslims in Germany early
this year to help people
renounce Islam and religion
should they so wish.

This brilliant idea has now
been replicated in several
other European countries,
including in Britain by our
own Maryam Namazie.
Undeterred by the inevita-
ble death threats, Mina has
pressed on, determined as
ever to protect women from
the ravages of Islam.
Apostasy, of course, is for-
bidden in Islam and in
some Islamist states it car-
ries the death penalty —
including in Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Afghanistan, Paki-
stan, Sudan and Mauritania.
She calls such states “Islam
-stricken” and her own
experience of living and
suffering under such re-
gimes has made her ever
more determined to rescue
others from their clutches.

of ex-

(Continued from page 1)
This Is an Action ....

"'Concern widens over ‘anti-

religion’ book: Dufferin-
Peel Catholic board to re-
view fantasy after

neighbouring board pulled it
from libraries'

Apparently we are heading
back to the days of the Inqui-
siion. A publicly-funded
school board is saying that
banning books is in the best
interests  of  their  stu-
dents. The book in question,
Pullman's The Golden Com-
pass,won the Carnegie

Medal and was named one of
the ten most important chil-
dren's novels of the past 70
years, but the school board is
removing it because of com-
plaints that Pullman is an
atheist and that his books
are anti-Christian.

I ask you all to support free
speech by supporting the
Centre for Inquiry Ontario’s
strong stand against the ban-
ning of this book - any book -
simply because it provides an
alternative viewpoint about a
controversial issue.

Here are some fast ways
you can help (remember,

any short simple message of
outrage — regardless of its
depth of analysis - is really
enough):

1. Submit a letter to the edi-
tor or an editorial to the To-
ronto Star following their
guidelines:

“Send your contribution to
Letters to the Editor via email
to lettertoed@thestar.ca; or
fax to 416-869-4322;

2. Submit letters or editorials
to your local, campus, or
national papers. Contact info
is at the publication's web-
site. Be sure to include your
full contact info, as described

above.

3. Contact the Halton Catho-
lic School board or Dufferin
Peel Catholic School Board
trustees  (especially if you
have a child in the system)
http://w3.dpcsb.org/CEC/
About+Us/Trustees. htm

You can call or email the
board to register your com-
plaints:

Mr. MacDonald, the super-
intendent of curriculum:
905-632 6300, or 1-800-

741-8382 x123, and/or
macdonaldr@hcdb.org
(1]

(Continued from page 3)
WOMEN AS SEX OBJECT
ance in an alluring and
charming manner. They
should not hesitate or be
afraid to pump the men’s
sense of  masculinity
(which means persuading
them to take a step for-
ward for making the deal)
through their way of look-
ing at them.

Women would never lose
much or be harmed
through doing the above-
mentioned because they
generally do not have
things such as high status
jobs to lose. To the con-
trary, it is men that must
worry, because if they are
in a deal in which they do

not know the person whom
they are dealing with that
well, or if they do not
know exactly what they
should and shouldn’t do,
they will lose in the deal.
This, of course, would be
done with the help of
women.

These are exactly the
things that exist in work-
places. Women try to
charm the men that are in
higher statuses (i.e. manag-
ers, CEOs, owners and
presidents of companies or
governmental  agencies,
etc) in attempt to become
close to them. Then, be it
through  friendship  or
through marriage, either of
which would be a trade of

sex and beauty, they would
hope to enhance their fi-
nancial and career statuses.
What Brown is basically
doing is bluntly demon-
strating the situation, vali-
dating it, and assuring
women that in a capitalis-
tic, patriarchal society, this
would not only be the right
thing to do, but also the
fastest way for women to
advance in their personal
and professional lives.
Accordingly, one of her
general conclusions is the
following:

“The most basic thing to
get on with after our job-
or during it- is how you
look and feel. It is unthink-
able that a woman bent on

‘having it all” would want
to be fat, or even plump, so
I am now going to give
you my diet rules.” *

That is the advice of Helen
Brown, the well-known
senior editor-in-chief of
“Cosmopolitan,” the maga-
zine that is joyfully read by
millions of women around
the world, and author of
the book “Having it All.”
Do you still believe that
the messages and contents
conveyed by advertise-
ments in the abovemen-
tioned publications are not
the same as the ones given
by the writers and editors
of these magazines, and
have nothing to do with
what they really want? m
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FOUNDATION OF ...

Mark is followed by Luke,
then by the so-called Mat-
thew, and last of by John,
in the middle of the second
century, at least a century
after the birth of Christ. The
further we get from the
beginning, the more mi-
raculous the gospel stories
become. Mark tells us of
miracles, but they are puny
ones compared to those that
follow. Take the raising of
the dead as an example. In
Mark, Jesus is called to the
bedside of Jairus' daughter,
who is at the point of death.
Everyone thinks she is dead
already, but Jesus says: "the
damsel but sleepeth,"”
reaches out his hand, and
she arises (Mark, Chap. 5).
In Luke it is the young man
of Nain who is waked. He
is so long dead that he is
being borne to his grave as
Jesus meets him. Then Je-
sus makes him rise from the
bier (Luke, Chap. 7).

That is not enough for John.
In his eleventh chapter he
shows us the raising of
Lazarus, who has been in
his grave for four days al-
ready and beginning to
stink. That breaks the re-
cord.

In addition, the evangelists
were extremely ignorant
people, who had thoroughly
twisted ideas about many of
the things they wrote of.
Thus Luke has Joseph leave
Nazareth with Mary on
account of a census in the
Roman Empire, and go to
Bethlehem, where Jesus is
born. But there was no such
under Augustus.
Moreover, Judea became a
Roman province only after
the date given for the birth
of Jesus. A census was held
in the year 7 A.D., but in
the places where people
lived, and thus did not re-
quire the trip to Bethlehem.
[6] We shall have more to
say on this topic.

The procedure of Jesus' trial
before Pontius Pilate is not
in conformity either with
Jewish or with Roman law.
Thus even where the evan-
gelists do not tell of mira-
cles, they often relate what
is false and impossible.

census

And what was concocted as
"Gospel in this fashion later
suffered all sorts of altera-

tions at the hands of
"editors," to the edification
of the faithful.

For example, the best
manuscripts of Mark close
with the eighth verse of the
sixteenth chapter, where the
women seek the dead Jesus
in the grave, but find a
youth in a long white robe
instead. Then they left the
grave and "were afraid."
What follows in the tradi-
tional editions was added
later. It is impossible how-
ever that the work ended
with this eighth verse.
Renan already assumed that
the remaining portion had
been stricken out in the
interests of the good cause,
since it contained an ac-
count that seemed obnox-
ious to later views.

From another angle Pflei-
derer, after intensive stud-
ies, came to the conclusion,
as did others, "that the Gos-
pel of Luke said nothing of
the supernatural conception
of Jesus, that this story
came up only later and was
then inserted into the text
by adding verse L, 34 ft. [7]
and the words 'as was sup-
posed' in I, 29.[8] " [9]

In view of all this it is no
wonder that by the first
decades of the nineteenth
century many scholars had
already recognized the
complete uselessness of the
gospels as sources for the
history of Jesus, and Bruno
Bauer could even go so far
as to deny the existence of
Jesus altogether.

It is understandable never-
theless that the theologians
can not dispense with the
gospels, and even the liber-
als among them do all they
can to maintain their au-
thority. For what is left of
Christianity if the person of
Christ is given up? But in
order to save this latter
point, they have to go
through some strange con-
tortions.

Thus Harnack in his lec-
tures on the Wesen des
Christentums (1900) ex-
plains that David Friedrich
Strauss thought he had suc-
ceeded in demolishing the
reliability of the gospels as

history; but the historical
and critical work of two
generations had succeeded
in restoring it to a great
extent. The gospels were
not historical works any-
way; they were not written
to report how things hap-
pened, but were works of
edification.  "Accordingly
they are not useless as his-
torical sources, especially
since their purpose is not
borrowed from outside, but
coincides in part with the
views of Jesus" (p. 14).

But all we know of these
views is what the gospels
tell us! Harnack's whole
argument for the credibility
of the gospels as sources
for the person of Jesus only
proves how impossible it is
to offer anything solid and
penetrating in that direc-
tion.

Later in his essay Harnack
is compelled to abandon
everything that the gospels
say of Jesus' first thirty
years as unhistorical, as
well as everything regard-
ing the following years that
can be proved to be impos-
sible or invented. But he
would like to save the rest
as historical fact. He thinks
we still have left "a vivid
picture of Jesus' teaching,
the end of his life and the
impression he made on his
disciples" (p. 20).

But how does Harnack
know that Jesus' teaching is
so faithfully reported in'the
gospels? The theologians
are more skeptical about
the reproduction of other
teachings of the time. Har-
nack's colleague Pfleiderer
says in his book on early
Christianity:

"It does not really make
sense to argue over the
historical reliability of these
and other sermons in the
apostolic history; we need
only think of all the condi-

tions required for a literally
exact, or even an approxi-
mately correct, transmis-
sion of such a sermon: it
would have had to be writ-
ten down immediately by
an auditor (properly speak-
ing, it should be steno-
graphic), and these records
of the wvarious sermons
would have to be preserved
for more than half a century
in circles of hearers who
were for the most part Jews
and heathen and indifferent
or hostile to what they had
heard, and finally collected
by the historian from the
most scattered points! Any
one who has realized how
impossible all these things
are will know once for all
what to think of all these
sermons: that is, in the sto-
ries of the apostles as in all
the secular historians of

antiquity these speeches are
free compositions, in which
the author has his heroes
speak in the way that he
himself thinks they could
have spoken in the given
situation” (p. 500 f.).

Right! But why should not
all this apply to the ser-
mons of Jesus too, which
were still further in the past
for the authors of the gos-
pels than the sermons as-
cribed to the apostles? Why
should Jesus' sermons in
the gospels be anything
more than speeches that the
authors of the reports
wished Jesus had made?
Actually, we find all sorts
of contradictions in the
sermons that have come
down to us, for example
both rebellious and submis-
sive speeches, which can
only be explained by the
fact that divergent tenden-
cies existed among the
Christians, each group
composing and handing
down speeches for Christ in
accordance with its own
requirements. How free and
easy the evangelists were in
such matters can be seen
from an example. Compare
the Sermon on the Mount
in Luke and in Matthew,
which is later. In the first it
is still a glorification of the
poor and a damning of the
rich. By Matthew's time
this had become a touchy
subject for many Chris-
tians, and the Gospel ac-
cording to Matthew baldly
turns the poor who are
blessed into the poor of
spirit, and leaves the damn-
ing of the rich out alto-
gether.

That is the sort of manipu-
lation that went on with
sermons that had already
been written down; and
then we are asked to be-
lieve that sermons that Je-
sus is said to have given
half a century before they
were written down are
faithfully reported in the
gospels? It is clearly impos-
sible to keep the words of a
speech straight merely by
oral tradition for fifty years.
Anyone who writes down
such a speech at the end of
such an interval shows
thereby that he feels justi-
fied in writing down what

suits him, or that he is
credulous enough to take at
face value everything he
hears.
What is more, it can be
shown that many of Jesus'
sayings do not originate
with him, but were in cir-
culation previously.
For instance, the Lord's
Prayer is regarded as a
specific product of Jesus.
But Pfleiderer shows that
an Aramaic Kaddish prayer
going far back into antig-
uity ended with the words:
"Exalted and blessed be
His great name in the
world that He created ac-
cording to His will. May he
set up His kingdom in your
lifetime and the lifetime of
the whole house of Israel.”
As we see, the beginning of
the Lord's Prayer is an imi-
tation. But if nothing is left
of Jesus' sermons, nothing
left of the story of his
youth, certainly nothing left
of his miracles, then what
is left of the gospels alto-
gether? According to Har-
nack there is left the im-
pression Jesus made on his
disciples, and the story of
his Passion. But the gospels
were not written by disci-
ples of Christ, they do not
reflect the impression made
by the person of Christ, but
that made by the story of
the person of Christ on the
members of the Christian
community. Even the
strongest impression does
not testify to the historical
truth of any story. The
story of an imaginary per-
son is capable of producing
the deepest impression on
society, if historical condi-
tions for it are present.
Goethe's Werther made a
tremendous  impression.
Everyone knew that it was
only a novel, nevertheless
he had many disciples and
followers.
In Judaism, and precisely
in the centuries directly
before and after Jesus, ficti-
tious personalities had tre-
mendous influence when
the deeds and doctrines
attributed to them corre-
sponded to the deeply-felt
needs of the Jewish people.
This is shown for example
(Continued on page 6)
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JPMorgan Chase Bank
Chicago, lllinois 60670
Rowshangar
71000013: “ 734658362 ”
1oty
TD Canada Trust
Name: Roshangar
Acct. # 03152 004 7906 — 5218649
ABA (Rout No. ): 026009593
Switch Code: TDOMCATTTOR

S S 50T
1obls
CEES
P.O. BOX. 55338 300 Borough Dr.
Scarborough ON. M1P - 427
CANADA
Tel: 416-726-1166
rowshangar1@yahoo.com
3 507
P.O. BOX. 3785 BARRINGTON
IL 60010-9998 USA
Tell: 773-656-9107
Fax: 310-358-9991
rowshangar@hotmail.com
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Tel: (416) 466 4803 or 1-866 302 2969 Fax: (416) 466947
3199 Danforth Ave & [Danforth & Pharmecy)
Scarborough, On M1LLBS8
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If you have been involved in :

s Motor Vehicle Accidents
a Slip and Fall Injuries
e Long Termn / Incorme Disability Claims

o Parsonal Injuries and Dog Bites

Call us to know your rights
Frea Initial Consuliafion
Hospital or Home Visits
a0 .:.I-: s L i3

Daniel Holland
Bomishés & Sokcdior

Tel : 416-383-1972

Cel : 416-898-6562

Fax : 416-383-1973
E-mail: aliboveirese@sympatico.ca

1262 Don Mills Rood, Sulte 68, Toronto, ON M3B 2W7
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