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% Strategy, guided by the programme, and based on a calculation of the contending forces, internal (national)
and international, defines the general route,the general direction, in which the revolutionary proletarian
movement must be guided with a view to achieving the greatest results under the incipient and developing
relation of forces. In conformity with this it outlines a plan of the disposition of the forces of the proletariat and
of its allies on the social front (general disposition)"Outlining a plan of the disposition of forces"
must not be confused with the actual (concrete and practical) operation of disposing, allocating the forces,
which is carried out jointly by tactics and strategy. That does not mean that strategy is limited to defining the
route and outlining a plan of the disposition of the fighting forces in the proletarian camp; on the contrary, it
directs the struggle and introduces corrections in current tactics during the whole period of a turn, making
skilful use of the available reserves, and manoeuvring with the object of supporting the tactics
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Questions of tactics are questions of the Party’s political conduct. A line of conduct can and should
be grounded in theory, in historical references, in an analysis of the entire political situation, etc.
But in all these discussions the party of a class engaged in a struggle should never lose sight of the
need for absolutely clear answers—which do not permit of a double interpretation—to concrete
questions of our political conduct: “yes” or “no”? Should this or that be done right now, at the given
moment, or should it not be done?
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Tactics ,on the other hand, are determined by the flows and ebbs on the basis of the given turn. The
given strategic period, by the relation of the contending forces, by the forms of the struggle
(movement) , by the tempo of the movement, by the arena of the struggle at each given moment, in
each given district"." he function of tactics is to lead the masses into the struggle in such a way, to

528 = e (sala 5o Sin 3.1
16 -“the theory of the use of military forces in combat,( Marxism — Science and Art- By Tony Cliff; about V.I. Lenin )

17 V. 1. Lenin Argue About Tactics, But Give Clear Slogans!-
’
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issue such slogans, to lead the masses to new positions in such a way, that the struggle should, in

sum, result in the winning of the war, i.e., in strategic success" 18
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