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Mortgage Consultant
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Cell: 416-704-9163

Office:
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416-741-3161
416-741-3724

Email: sanjeevsharma®@invis.ca
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Women’s rights and
land reforms in Afghani-
stan were the agitating
factors . that brought
about the Islamic Muja-
hedeen Movement
against the ruling re-
gime, as they did in
Iran. The Islamic Muja-
hidin Movement in Af-
ghanistan was formed
in direct connection with
reforms benefiting
peasants and women.
These reforms were
initiated by Taraki’'s

(Taraki’s government was
a pro-Soviet Union re-
gime that came to power
in Afghanistan in 1978.)

administration, which,
lasted from April 1978
till October 1979. The
reform document relat-
ing to women’s right,
executed on October
17" 1978, consisted of
measures to invalidate
Arranged Marriages,
prohibited wedding
brides to husbands in
exchange for money or
commodities, recog-
nized a woman’s right
to divorce, increased
the minimum age for
marriage of girls and
brought together the
schools for boys and
girls.

Up until this reform,
women’s rights were
completely limited to
the  religious laws
meaning that girls were
in subjection to their
fathers like articles of
trade which could be
sold in exchange for
cash or commodity to
anyone of the fathers
choosing. The girl her-
self had no authority in
regard to her wedding
year or the choice of
the person to whom she
would marry.

Such state of affairs
was more common in
villages where religion
had more influence. In
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Afghanistan and the Islamic Mujahdin Movement

such areas, according
to Islamic tradition, they
would wed the girls as
soon as they had grown
to the age of puberty or
even prior to that.
Therefore, there were a
lot of girls in the coun-
tryside who were mar-
ried when they were
between 10 to 12 or
even 9 years of age. In
the countryside or the
city, women did not
have the right to di-
vorce.

The indicated reform
took away the wedding
authority from the par-
ents and granted it to
the girls and boys them-
selves. The minimal
wedding age  was
raised to 16 for girls
and 18 for boys. In ad-
dition to that, girls and
boy’s approval and its
notarization in the gov-
ernmental  institutions
were sufficient for a
formal marriage. So,
there was no need for
clerics to make ar-
rangements. The most
important part of the
reform was that women
could divorce whenever
they desired.

Naturally, these reforms
which intended to liber-
ate women from the
yoke of slavery of the
middle Ages and to es-
calate their legal rights
to a level alike of the
women in the west con-
tradicted Islamic regula-
tions fundamentally. So,
for in Afghanistan, the
Clerics opposed the
reforms harshly, par-
ticularly because these
reforms would raise
women’s rights to a
level much higher than

the reforms of the
Shah in Iran.

Like the former case,
the Afghani clergies
too, declared that the
reforms’ elements repu-
diated Quran and God’s
regulations and so any
sort of divorce or mar-
riages carried through
such new regulations
were declared against
Sharia [divine order]
and voided, and forth-
coming relations would
be considered as adul-
tery, and deserved pun-
ishment. And that was
not all. Due to the fact
that these reforms were
initiated by a govern-
ment known as commu-
nist and pro-Russia, the
Clergies targeted the
reformers  with  anti-
communistic propa-
ganda. By crying about
Islam and Muslim’s dig-
nity being offended,
they tried to fan the fire
of the conservative feel-
ings of people and or-
ganized them against
the reforms and the
government.

Here as well, animosity
of the clergies against
Russian Soviets and
their so called crying for
war against the foreign
enemy was not be-
cause of their concern
about  independence,
but rather it was for
their opposition to the
reforms and to the lib-
eration of women. If the
Clergy such as in Iran
was really against being
dependent on a foreign
country, why did they
embraced being a
United States puppet
so eagerly during their

Jihad against Rus-
sians? Their  anti-
foreigner howl and
shriek aimed to cover
up their true goals,
which were their ani-
mosity towards
women’s rights and
other  reforms. As
Khomeini, used anti-

American and anti-
dictatorship slogans to
cover up his anti-reform
intentions, in the same
way, they used anti-
communism and anti-
foreigners slogans to
cover up their goals.

The same story can be
told about the peasants’
freedom from big land-
owners and moneylend-
ers in the villages.

(Based upon this reform
in the year 1978, the
maximum of land owner-
ship for all landlords was
reduced to 6 or 18 Hec-
tares.)

The government of Ta-
raki carried out these
reforms to take lands
from the big landowners
in order to give them to
the peasants and to
repeal their debts to the
loan sharks. In Afghani-
stan, most of the large
pieces of land belonged
to the landlords and
tribal chiefs. The
greater portion of the
peasants was in severe
destitution and poverty
without any land or any
other means of earn-
ings. Worse than that,
the loan sharks soaked
the peasants’ blood
mercilessly, by having
too  much interest
charged on their debts.

In winter time when the

peasants had nothing
to cling to, they would
have to borrow money
from the Loan Sharks
whose loans consisted
of pre-harvest acquisi-
tion of their crop output
for a minimum price
which was presented
as loans.

Consequently, farmers
were not allowed to sell
their crops to anyone
else according to the
market price at harvest
time. By the next win-
ter, when they needed
to borrow again from
the loan sharks for their
survival, they had to pre
-sell again their crops at
a low price.

They were never able
to liberate themselves
from the chains around
their necks.

From this time forth, by
the reform, the peas-
ants owned their own
land and therefore did
not have to pay rent or
an annual fee to any
landlord. The govern-
ment had committed
itself to create a credit
system for peasants to
provide them seeds
and their other necessi-
ties so that they did not
need to appeal to the
loan sharks any longer.
The land reform and
the cancellation of the
peasants’ debts to the
usurers who  were
mostly the same land-
lords, was not only a
great blow to the land
lords, but an even a
bigger step in the peas-
ants’ liberation and im-
provement of their lives.
The clergy or Mullah in
the village lived on the

landlord’s grace and as
such, was the landlord’s
partner in exploiting the
peasants.

While he threatened
peasants by god pun-
ishment in their after life
if they dared to touch
others’ properties, the
landlord himself did
exercise that threat in
this life with the aid of
his gunners. So, when
the reforms came,
through the combina-
tion of accusing peas-
ants of deviating from
Islamic Shariat {pious
laws} and the forthcom-
ing of god’s punish-
ment, and the cutting
off a peasant's nose
and ears wherever they
accepted the land, an
atmosphere of fear and
terror was created such
that nobody dared to
step forward to take the
distributed pieces of
land. A telegram sent
by the Afghani govern-
ment agents from the
countryside reports as
following:

"Many of the landless
peasants or ones with
small pieces of earth
were refusing to ac-
cept the land because
of the reasons of con-
fusion or fear of the
big landlords acting
their vengeance fully.

The populists,
(members of the Peo-
ple’'s Democratic

Party, the pro Taraki
party) made them ac-
cept the lands by forc-
ing them, through
threats, saying that if
they refused to accept
the soil they would be
punished... a lot of
these peasants later
committed suicide.”

( Cable #199533 of Aug.
11™ 1979, quoted from
Red Flag over Afghani-
stan by Thomas T.
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Lawmakers heavily invested in defense

By ANNE FLAHERTY,
Associated Press Writer
Thu Apr 3, 7.25 PM ET
WASHINGTON - Mem-
bers of Congress have
as much as $196 million
collectively invested in
companies doing busi-
ness with the Defense
Department, earning
millions since the onset
of the Iraq war, accord-
ing to a study by a non-
partisan research group.
Not all the companies in
which  lawmakers in-
vested are typical de-
fense contractors. Cor-
porations such as Pep-
siCo, IBM, Microsoft and
Johnson & Johnson
have at one point re-
ceived defense-related
contracts, notes the re-
port by the Washington-
based Center for Re-
sponsive Politics.

The center's review of
lawmakers' 2006 finan-
cial disclosure state-
ments suggests that
members' holdings could
pose a conflict of interest
as they decide the fate of
Irag war spending. Sev-
eral members earning
money from these con-
tractors have plum com-
mittee or leadership as-
signments, including
Democratic Sen. John
Kerry, independent Sen.
Joseph Lieberman and
House Republican Whip
Roy Blunt.

The study found that
more Republicans than
Democrats hold stock in
defense companies, but
that the Democrats who
are invested had signifi-
cantly more money at
stake. In 2006, for exam-
ple, Democrats held at
least $3.7 million in mili-
tary-related investments,
compared to Republican
investments of $577,500.
Overall, 151 members
hold investments worth
$78.7 milion to $195.5
million in companies that
receive defense con-
tracts that are worth at
least $5 million. These
investments earned

them anywhere between
$15.8 million and $62

million between 2004
and 2006, the center
concludes.

It is unclear how many
members still hold these
investments and exactly
how much money has
been made. Disclosure
reports for 2007 aren't
due until this May. Also,
members are required to
report only a general
range of their holdings.
According to the report,
presidential hopefuls
Barack Obama and John
McCain did not report
any defense-related
holdings on their filings;
Hillary Rodham Clinton
did note holdings in such
companies as Honey-
well, Boeing and Ray-
theon, but sold the stock
in May 2007. All candi-
dates three are mem-
bers of the Senate.
Earning dividends from
companies tied to the
military "could be prob-
lematic" for lawmakers
who oversee defense
policy and budgeting,
noted the center's Lind-
say Renick  Mayer.
Avoiding every company
with a military contract,
however, would not be
easy for an investor.

"So common are these
companies, both as per-
sonal investments and
as defense contractors, it
would appear difficult to
build a diverse blue-chip
stock portfolio without at
least some of them,"
Mayer wrote

Kerry, D-Mass., a mem-
ber of the Senate For-
eign Relations Commit-
tee, is identified as earn-
ing the most — at least
$2.6 milion between
2004 and 2006 from in-
vestments worth up to
$38.2 million.
Spokesman David Wade
said Kerry, who
staunchly opposes the
war in lIraq, is one of
many beneficiaries of
family trusts that he
doesn't control. Wade

also noted that Kerry
does not sit on the Ap-
propriations Committee,
which has direct control
of the defense budget.
"He has a 24-year Sen-
ate record of working
and voting in the best
interests of our men and
women in the military,
not of any defense con-
tractors," Wade said.
Lieberman, I-Conn.,
chairman of the Senate
Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Committee and a mem-
ber of the Armed Ser-
vices Committee, held a
considerably smaller
share at $51,000. A
spokesman said the
senator, who supports
continued operations in
Iraq, is "careful to make
his  policy decisions
based only on what is
best for the country."

A spokesman for Blunt,
R-Mo., a senior member
of House GOP leader-
ship who held at least
$15,000 in Lockheed
Martin stock in 2006,
said the insinuation that
lawmakers' votes might
be affected by their port-
folios is "offensive." Like
Lieberman, Blunt has
been a fierce supporter
of the war.

"l don't pretend to speak
for other offices, but | am
fairly certain that no
member would consider
their personal finances
when voting on issues
as important as sending
our men and women in
uniform into harm's way,"
said Blunt spokesman
Nick Simpson. The Lock-
heed Martin stock was
given to Blunt's wife by
her mother, he said.

| 1] ]
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countries; furthermore,
as per position of
“Western  Democratic

Governments” is noth-
ing more than deafen-
ing propaganda and a
cover up for their sup-
pressive and aggres-
sive policies.

We should remind our-
selves that the existing
freedoms, neither have
been the (generosity)
products of the Western
Capitalist governments
nor Parliamentary Sys-
tem- in fact they are
“Rights” that have been
achieved through cen-
turies of struggle
against the so called
“Western  democratic
governments”.

The Islamists criticize
western democracy for
its deficits and short-
falls; not to modify it for
improvement rather to
replace it with their own
totalitarian and dictato-
rial theocratic system.
The fundamental goal
of humanistic criticism
of these “democracies”
is to elevate the existing
freedoms and to un-

chain the freedom
seeking humanity from
capitalism and its con-
trolling “Economic Au-
thorities”.

The statistic reported in
this issue of
“Roshangar” regarding
the shares hold by the
U.S. Congressmen and
Senators in the compa-
nies which have military
contracts with Penta-
gon and the relation-
ship  between their
votes of support for the
Policy of War on Iraq is
very evident.

In  conclusion, these
statistics reveal that the
U.S. Congressmen and
Senators, even those
presently opposing the
War, have sanctioned
the War on Iraq, not out
of lack of awareness or
manipulation by Bush’s
Administration, rather
consciously and as re-
sult of calculated per-
sonal profit making and
for the expansion of the
Imperialistic System as
a whole.
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| Dear Mr. Sotudeh:

H On Friday night, | was watching your pro-

gram and | couldn't help myself of noticing your
I repeated irregularities and some false references
[ that you mentioned.

[ First of all | believe the "untold history of Islam" I
| must be replaced by "Untold crimes and treachery ||
[| by Islam." Actually that even is not necessary be- ||
| cause lIslamic Republic of Iran has introduced ||

Islam in its best possible way - hands on the job.

[ Second of all, in your website, you have an-
nounced that Channel One's program because of
their financial problem, has been ceased. That is
[ not true.

In summary, | couldn't accept more than 10% of [
| your 30 minutes talk on TV and 90% of your [
[ statements were fabrication and simply not true. |
[ 1 suggest you deserve to be a "Namayandeh Ma- ||
jles" and please say hello to Mr. Ahmadinejad for
me. Poor thing, he must be very depressed today [
or better he could even kill himself.
Mir hashem ziai

ﬁ
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Dear Mr. Ziai

s [ s R s [ s ) —
s s R s [ [ —

[| Sorry that | couldn't understand what you were ||
I trying to say. You said that most of my references I
were false and %90 of my statements was not

acceptable. As long as you have not said any- I
thing about why they are false or unacceptable, |

can’t respond you. | wished you could put some [
material into your statement. What | said on my
| website is about my financial problem, not chan- I

[

J nel Ones. | think you misunderstood. [
[| Thanks for your email. [
D | 1] ] D
I I
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I I
nelocaust Never Happenetk

Dz, [Kamelh Parst

This past Christmas break | happened to be pre-
sent in an Iranian gathering in New York City. In a
discussion with one of the sympathizers of the

| Iranian Islamic Regime, the person quoted I

[[ Ahmadi-Nejad, the President of Islamic Regime of ||

[| Iran and that he justly and rightfully claims that ||

0 Holocaust is a lie and never happened.

The fact is that Holocaust has taken place in the
recent century and there are living witnesses of I
that event.

[ My response to this smart dude (as well as to Mr. [
Ahmadi-Nejad) is that Karbala and the Shahadat- [
e Hossein that you and your believers claim to I

| have happened around 1400 years ago is a lie [l

and never happened. What is your evidence to ||

prove that? I

For reader’'s information, | have no interest in I

proving or disproving Holocaust, nor have | ever

been to Isreal and have no stock or bond in any [

Jewish institutions. 0

[
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<<< Continued From Page (1) WOMEN AS SEX OBJECT

bluntness, if not more.
How widely does their
influence go? As part
of the larger endless
system of mass media,
they take part in shap-
ing the day-to-day
mentality of women
regarding the subjects
of beauty and being
the object for the sex-
ual satisfaction and
pleasure of men. Their
articles of guidance, as
seen earlier, are trans-
ferred to the large cir-
cle of readers on a
nonstop and daily ba-
sis. Once they reach
these women, they will
keep moving on
through word of mouth
and other such means.
This is how this infor-
mation regarding fash-
ion, beautifying tech-
niques, specific behav-
ior, and personality
and ideological norms
will spread to the re-
mainder of women and
shape their personali-
ties and minds. To
have a better picture of
this, let’s look at the
following facts:

In America, tens of dif-
ferent fashion and
beauty magazines are
published and distrib-
uted for girls and
women. In addition, we
must also add the
many other women’s
magazines of similar
categories (body en-
hancement, hairstyle,
etc) to this list. The
number of the different
hairstyle magazines by
itself is incredibly high.
Here are some exam-

ples: “Hairstyle”,
“Hair”’, “Hair Now”,
“Hyper Hair’, “New

Ideas for Hair Style”
“Hairdo Ideas”, “Black
Hair”’, and “Short Hair
Style”

This was by no means
inclusive of all of the
magazines related to
this subject that are
published. | read and
took note of this list off
of a magazine shelf on
the counter of a ran-
dom store.

In addition, here in
America, the subjects
of women and aes-
thetic beauty are so
tightly intertwined and
unified that you could
rarely find a commer-
cial publication that is
about women and at
the same time does not

have at least a portion
of it dedicated to fash-
ion and beauty. From
the economical per-
spective, the reason
for this is that cos-
metic product compa-
nies pay such high
prices for advertising
and promoting their
products that it would
only be natural and
well-expected that
publications would so
often devote their at-
tention to related sub-
jects. However, |
should mention that
many of these maga-
zines are owned by the
previously-mentioned
companies them-
selves.

In order to hold
a better image of the
truly massive load of
advertisements that
have to do with the top-
ics of beauty and deper-
sonalization of women
into sex objects, we
must also consider the
numbers for this group
of publications as well:
the hundreds of maga-
zines, promotional bro-
chures, and catalogs
distributed by clothing or
cosmetic product com-
panies (and companies
selling other beautifica-
tion products) them-
selves. They are surely
numerous and signifi-
cant enough for us to
add to our previous list
of publications that bom-
bard women non-stop
and on a daily basis.

A true image of
the load of fashion and
beauty publications put
upon women will only be
observed when, in addi-
tion to the variety, we
consider the significantly
large number of pub-
lished copies.

For this means,
all we need to do is pay
attention to the fact that
not only each one of
these publications alone
prints millions of copies
at a time, but many of
them are of the top hun-
dred bestselling publica-
tions in the United
States.

From our previous list,
nine of them were of the
100 best-selling publica-
tions in the year 1996.
Six of these are
women’s fashion and
beauty magazines and
three are teenage girl
publications, with

8,922,403 copies and 5,923,798 copies (respectively)
sold per month. Below is the list of these nine maga-
zines, which, together, add up to make nearly 15 mil-
lion copies per month :

Cosmopolitan 2,487,393
Seventeen 2,442,090
Glamour 2,115,487
YM 2,153,815
Mademoiselle 1,206,054
Teen 1,327,893
Vogue 1,190,018
Essence 1,000,208
Elle 924,242

These are magazines which have almost all of their
pages consisting of articles and illustrations about
women’s beautification. The contents are, in essence,
advertising and offering nothing but sexual identity for
women and teenage girls.

Other publications that also promote the same type of
identity for women, but in a partial manner or through
more traditional means, must also be added to this list.
With this done, the true number of published copies for
such magazines would then skyrocket to an unbelieva-
bly high amount. And don’t forget that here we are only
talking about the sales for the fashion and beauty
magazines that are considered bestsellers.

A notable fact is that in comparison to all these differ-
ent fashion and beauty magazines for women, there is
only one magazine in the top-hundred list that is for
men: “Men’s Health,” with 1,373,817 as the monthly
average of the copies sold. Furthermore, even though
| referred to “Men’s Health” as publications similar to
that of women’s, they are not in fact much similar in
terms of sexual objectification, as we shall see later.

In order to hold a more accurate image of the reality,

we will come out of the best-sellers discussion and
compare the subject of beauty and fashion in a wider
area.

“Consumer Magazine Advertising Source,” which is a
very voluminous reference book, categorizes maga-
zines published in America according to contents and
subject. In the section belonging to fashion, beauty,
and grooming there is a large list of publications be-
longing to this category, all of which are publications
being printed and distributed in America. Among
these, 26 are for women, with 31,469,805 as the aver-
age number of copies sold per month. This number is
3,156,145 for men’s publications, and only two of the
publications in this list are specifically for men.? This
means that there are 10% more of women'’s publica-
tions around, than men’s.

We could now say that every month, about 31.5 million
copies of women’s and teenage girls’ magazines bom-
bard them with their promotional contents, through
various appealing types of text and illustration, to tell
them that they are nothing but holders of beauty and
objects of sex.

Furthermore, the 31.5 million copies sold only signify
the number of people who buy and use these maga-
zines. If we consider the fact that each copy of these
magazines sold is usually read by more than one per-
son, then we will reach the number 62 million
(assuming there is an average of two readers per

magazine), which is
close to half of the popu-
lation of American
women in the year 1997.
Then there are also the
many people to whom
these contents are
transferred through word
of mouth.

Now if we consider the
fact that about 79 million
out of the 136 million
females living in Amer-
ica in the year 1997
were between the ages
of 14 and 55 (this is the
general age range for
women who pay atten-
tion to advancing their
physical beauty and
read beauty and fashion
magazines °), we will
see that for every 2.5
women, one fashion and
beauty magazine in
printed. Make no mis-
takes. This is only based
upon our first case sce-
nario, in which we as-
sume that there is only
one reader for each
magazine printed.

The abovementioned
figure clearly does not
encompass all of the
publications that have to
do with women’s beauty
enhancement. For in-
stance, hair style maga-
zines, body enhance-
ment magazines, and
the publications that de-
vote themselves partially
to “fashion,” “beauty,”
and “self improvement”
for women, have not yet
been incorporated into
our calculation. It should
be noted that these also
publish in millions.

Think about it. If we
count all of these in, and
also consider the reality
that each purchased
magazine usually has
multiple readers, won'’t
we reach at least a ratio
of one magazine per
woman and per teen-
ager?

More concerning is the
fact that all of these are
parts of only one source
from which women are
constantly being bom-
barded. We are only
talking about publica-

tions here. If we con-
sider other powerful
sources, especially

mass media such as
television and cinema,
then we could see the
real monstrous commer-
cial force: the force that
constantly and daily
brainwashes young and
mature women into tak-

ing the roles of objects
of sex and beauty.
To conclude this sec-
tion, | should mention
that alongside the many
publications that recog-
nize women only as
sexual beings, there are
only three main maga-
zines that are devoted to
the Dbetterment of
women’s social and
economical statuses.
One of these three is
“Working Woman,”
which, according to
“Magazines for Librar-
ies,” targets educated,
white collar women who
are looking to improve
their careers... Their
articles focus on career
advancement, manage-
ment, communication
skills, expansion of small
businesses, investment
strategies, and modern
technology Another
one is “Working Mother”
magazine, which is pub-
lished for mothers who
work outside of home.
Thus, “Working Mother”
is concerned with issues
regarding taking care of
the family and children’s
affairs, as well as
women’s career-related
issues and their future
occupational conditions.
Finally, “Women in Busi-
ness” is the third one. It
is published “for the
members of the asso-
ciation of the business
women in  America
“They target both work-
ing and retired business
women as their main
audience. These three
magazines’ average
monthly publications are
respectively 761,419,
85,000, ° and 52,000, °
which makes a total of
1,663,419 copies sold.
This is nothing com-
pared to our 31 million
figure. We shouldn’t
forget that even these
magazines, like all other
commercial publications
for women, consider
fashion and beauty re-
lated topics as well, to
different degrees, alon7g—
side their main topics.
So, aren't these
numbers  sufficient
enough to clearly state
that women, for the
most part, care about
their physical beauty
more than they do any-
thing else? Continued in
next issue.
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Who is Defining
Women as Sexual Be-
ings?

Writer : Siamac Sotudeh
Translated by: Babak

Dear reader,

We are glad that we are provid-
ing you with an English transla-
tion of “Woman and Sex” and
are willing to go on with trans-
lating the remaining chapters
for the upcoming monthly publi-
cations of Rowshangar. We
would like to know how big the
audience for this section is.
Please do us a great favor and
write an email to the translator
if you have been following up
with the English chapters of
“‘Woman and Sex.” Along with
the email, please include any
additional comments that you
may have about these continu-
ing sections. We would greatly
appreciate, and be encouraged

by your feedback.

Thank you, Babak S
(translator)

Please email to
taskin333@yahoo.com

Nepal'slaoistsiextennoll las

BBC NEWS
Page last updated at 17:13 GMT,
Monday, 14 April 2008 18:13 UK

Maoist supporters celebrated on the streets

In Which Extend on this Matter
are Women Trained?

The magazines “Teen”,
“Seventeen”, “Sassy’,
“Cosmopolitan”, and “Glamour” are
not the only publications involved in
“self-improvement” and “physical’
and “social” growth. “Latina”, “ym”,
“Mirabella,” “Marie Claire”, “Belle”,
“Allure”, “Mademoaiselle”, “Vogue”,
“Harper’s Bazaar”, “Elle”, “Essence”,
“Self’, and “Shape” are just some
more of the many similar magazines
that are consistently making them-
selves busy with this effort: prepar-
ing women for the sale of sex. The
contents and messages delivered
by these magazines are the same
as that of “Cosmo” and “Glamour,”
with the same level of influence and

Maoist supporters celebrated on the streets

Nepal's Maoist party has taken a commanding lead in a land-
mark election to form an assembly tasked with writing a new
constitution.

The Maoists have won 102 of the 180 seats declared so far, well
ahead of other parties and far more than many analysts had ex-
pected.

The party now has a good chance of securing an absolute major-
Lied on page 16)

Continued On Page ( 8) >>>
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(Part Six)

Wife’s Property, inheritance and Earnings
By: Ahmad khazaei

The Torah's percep-
tion, as was previously
demonstrated, regard-
ing the financial rela-
tionships in the house-
hold between its male
and female members
is based upon the fun-

streets are also his.
The household arti-
cles, even the crumbs
of bread on the table,
are his. Should she

damental concept that
women are simply
“‘domestic slaves”. Women
are totally controlled by
their fathers and their hus-
bands: they don’t have any
economic independence.
The Talmud describes the
financial situation of a wife
as follows:

How can a woman have
anything; whatever is hers
belongs to her husband?
What is his is his and what

invite a guest to her house
and feed him, she would
be stealing from her hus-

band..." (San. 71a, Git.
62a)
attitude towards female

inheritance of the property
of a deceased relative.

The Biblical rules of inheri-
tance are outlined in Num-
bers 27:1-11. A wife is
given no share in her hus-
band's estate, while he is

Continued On Page ( 6 )>>>
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Demockacy

Reoplernuledibyipeople
OR
peoplernuledibylcapitalistsi?

ROWSHANGAR

Tel: (773) 656-9107
Tel: (416) 726-1166
Fax: (310) 358-9991
CEES
PO Box. 55338
300Borough Dr.
Scarborough ON.
M1P - 477
CANADA
rowshangarl@yahoo.com

P.O. BOX 3785 BARRINGTON

60010-9998

IL

On the 27" of March, the
“Human Rights” Commit-
tee of the United Nations,
passed the resolution of
“Prevention of insulting the
religions” proposed by the
Islamic governments. Later
on, the European Union
criticized the film, “Fitna”,
in a very bold manner and
“forbid insulting religions”

and took side with suppres-
sive forces in the conflict
between  “Freedom  of
Speech” and censorship.

Once again, these should,
for blind-lovers of the
“Western Democracies”
reveals the true meaning of
“Freedom of Speech” in
these so called democratic

| Continued On Page (3) >>>
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Part (5)
SLAVERY IN COMMODITY PRODUCTION

BY: Karl kaoteski
THE TECHNOLOGICAL INFERIORITY OF

THE SLAVE ECONOMY

In agriculture large
size was not yet a
condition of high
productivity, as it
was in mining. The
increase in com-
modity production
did produce an
expansion of social
division of labor in
agriculture as well;
many estates took

to grain growing,
others to raising
livestock, and so
forth. In the case of
a large estate there
was the possibility of
having its direction in
the hands of scien-
tifically trained men
who rose above

Continued On Page (5 )>>>
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'Moses was high on hallucinogenic drug when he received Ten Commandments,' claims top academic

But to the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem's
Professor Shanon, who
freely admits to having
experimented with mind-

When Moses received
the Ten Commandments
from God, he was sum-
moned right to the top of
Mount Sinai.

But the man who led the
Children of Israel to

even higher at the time,
if an Israeli academic is
to be believed. Psychol-
ogy professor
Shanon says it was likely
Moses as hallucinating
under the influence of a

time of his
achievements.
Taking the tablets: Pro-
fessor

(here portrayed by
Charlton Heston) was
hallucinating when he

mandments

Professor Shanon says
the acacia tree, fre-
quently mentioned in the
Bible, contains one of
the most
substances known to
man.

The professor, who
came up with his theory
after experiencing first-
hand the effects of a
hallucinogenic  brew
used in religious rituals
in Brazil, said the story of
Moses and the burning
bush also had the hall-
marks of a psychedelic
experience.

safety may have been [@
Benny §

mind-altering drug at the
biblical |

Benny Shanon
says it was likely Moses (4

received the Ten Com-|

To back up his theory,

psychedelic £

The account in the Book
of Exodus of the bush's
ability to burn without
being “consumed" is

generally attributed to
the presence and power
of God.

High of the beholder?
Moses and the burning
bush. The acacia tree,
frequently mentioned in
the Bible, contains one
of the most psychedelic
substances known to
man.

bending substance
"about 160 times in vari-

ous locales in contexts",
it is evidence of the
power of drugs.

Writing in the journal
Time And Mind, the pro-
fessor said the telltale
signs of drug-induced
visions included a loss of

ik
,;gi

'.-_ ¥ the radical alteration in

sense of time, seeing
bright lights or fire, the
blurring of the senses
and profound religious
and spiritual feelings.

"I propose that this event
involved no change in
the real world, having
nothing to do with either
the bush or the fire," he

= said.

According to the profes-
sor, Moses was not
alone in dabbling with
drugs, with the assem-
bled Children of Israel
likely to have been in "an
altered state of aware-
ness" when Moses
brought the Ten Com-
mandments down from
Mount Sinai.

use.
He concludes:
"Admittedly, the smoking
gun is not available to
us. However, so many
clues present them-
selves, which, like the
pieces of a jigsaw puz-
Zle, seem to cohere into
a intriguing, unified
whole.

being ‘consumed’

L [l Moses's brother Aaron's rod was

The Bible Says

Thunder, lightning and the blaring
of a trumpet accompanied the
delivery of the Ten Commandments : feelings
Moses’s skin shone after an
encounter with God

transformed into a serpent

@ EXODUS OF THE SENSES? ‘

. Professor Shanon says
The burning bush burned without : Drugs alter the perception of

: time

: influence

: Drugs blur the senses and cause
: deep religious and spiritual

: Skin and eyes often appear
: brighter when under the

: Objects changing into snakes are a
: common feature of hallucinations /

"Rather, it is reflected in

the state of conscious-

B ness of the beholder -

il that is, Moses.

M "Moses's sense of time

| changed and an actual

% moment in physical time

was subjectively per-
ceived as an eter-
nity...enough time for the
bush in front of him to be
burnt and consumed.
"But in the external
physical domain, only a
fraction of a second had
elapsed, hence no actual
change in the bush was
perceived."

Professor Shanon told
Israeli radio: "As far as
Moses on Mount Sinai is
concerned, it was either
a supernatural cosmic
event, which | don't be-
lieve, or a legend, which
| don't believe either, or
finally, and probable, an
event that joined Moses
and the people of Israel
under the effect of nar-
cotics."

Even a description of
Moses with  "shining
skin" is seen as a refer-
ence to the euphoric,
sweat-inducing  effects
associated with drug

"I leave it to the reader
to pass his or her judg-
ment."

Some judgments, how-

ever, were less than
kind.
Orthodox rabbi Yuval

Sherlow stressed that
the Bible was trying to
convey "very profound"
events.

Mike Judge, of the
Christian Institute, said:
"For people who believe
in such a God, it is per-
fectly rational for Him to
be acting in a super-
natural way."
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<<< Continued From Page (4)

... Bin Laden

<<< Continued From Page (1)

Hammond, P. 70, West
View Press, Beulder,
Colorado, 1984.)

Taraki’s regime had not
taken over the political
apparatus through the
people’s massive upris-
ing, and as a result, due
to its bureaucratic na-
ture he feared the revo-
lutionary mobilization of
the peasants, including
arming them against the
landlords.

This ended up with
abandoning  unarmed
peasants, hands-tied
and defenseless in front
of the armed landlords,
leaving them frightened
by the armed landlords
and Islamic reactionar-
ies.

Finally the peasants,
frightened and disap-
pointed, retreated from
taking over the lands.
Instead of arming peas-
ants to defend them-
selves against the land-
lords, Taraki chose the
path of getting aid from
a foreign government,
Russia, to fight the re-
form opponents on his
own, in a military way.
Additionally, without
establishing a credit
system for the peas-
ants, Taraki failed to
provide for the financial
needs of the peasants.
Therefore, without arm-
ing them or financially
aiding them against the
landlords and money-
lenders, he practically
left them stranded and
frail.

Thus, war against the
reform opponents that
could have succeed
and outdone the strong-
holds of reactionaries
overnight through a dy-
namic participation of
masses of peasants
turned into a battle be-
tween the state’'s mili-
tary forces, unfamiliar to
the rural environment,
and the partisan mili-
tias, who were not only
keenly accustomed to
the surroundings, but

also had logistic sup-
ports laid in their front
by Pakistan and the
United States. The op-
ponents were being
outfitted politically and
supported ideologically
by a widespread net-
work of the clerics in
the countryside.

The peasants, who
could have been a
strong force for fulfilling
the reforms, were in-
stead left confused and
passive.

As the war spread out
all over the countryside,
the hunger and unem-
ployment caused by it
left them no choice but
to join the war to sur-
vive.

At the same time, the
presence of the Soviet
military placed into the
hands of the landlords,
tribal chiefs, and reli-
gious figures, oppo-
nents of the reforms, a
crucial means to pro-
voke the people’s na-
tional and xenophobic
sentiments, and suc-
cessfully transformed a
reactionary warfare
against the reforms into
a pseudo-patriotic liber-
ating war against the
foreign invaders. It was
in such an Islamo-
Nationalist ambiance
that any kind of resis-
tance was neutralized.

So, in Afghanistan, it
was a reactionary
movement against land
reform and women’s
rights that escalated to
an Islamic-Nationalistic
movement against com-
munism that finally bur-
ied the reforms. This
happened with the help
of the U. S., Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, and the
reactionary Islamists all
over the world including
Bin Laden.

www.siamacsotudeh.com

ity.

The Maoists' deputy
leader has told the BBC
that he believes the mon-
archy will be abolished
within three weeks.
Baburam Bhattarai made
it clear that he expects the
Maoists to lead the next
government.

It has already been agreed
that the new constitu-

Commission spokesman
Laxman Bhattarai.

The next largest party, the
Nepali Congress, is trail-
ing far behind with just
30 seats.

All the top Maoist leaders
have won their constitu-
encies, mostly with large
majorities.

Maoist leader Prachanda

have lost, including the
nephew and daughter of
Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala and the
leader of the traditional
second party, the Commu-
nist UML, as well as a
veteran royalist and for-
mer Prime Minister,
Surya Bahadur Thapa,
who came third in his
seat.

tional assembly, once
formed, will implement
the abolition of the 240-
year-old monarchy.

Dr Bhattarai said he ex-
pected this to happen
within three weeks, and
that the palace
might be privatised:

"Most probably it would
be better to convert that
palace into a museum,
where the public can go

royal

and enjoy."
Vote of confidence

The polls are the first to
test the Maoists at the
ballot box after their 10-
year insurgency.

The BBC's Charles
Haviland in Kathmandu
says this is an extraordi-
nary vote of confidence
in the Maoists.
Three-quarters of the 240
first-past-the-post seats in
the constituency system
have been declared so far.
Of these, the Maoists are
well ahead with 102
seats, says the Election

said he was committed to
multiparty democracy

In addition to the con-
stituency seats, 335 are
being filled on the basis
of a proportional repre-
sentation system, and 26
will be appointed by the
new government, making
601 seats in all.

Full results are not ex-
pected to be known for
several weeks.

Our correspondent says
the establishment parties
have better democratic
credentials, but people
regard them as stale.
Several senior politicians

There were many ac-
counts of Maoist intimi-
dation in the campaign
period, our correspondent
says, and some uncon-
firmed reports of the same
on Election Day but peo-
ple have given them a
huge mandate in any case.
The Maoist leaders have
promised to continue co-

.| operating with other par-

ties and say they want
good relations with Ne-
pal's powerful neighbours,
India and China.
'Committed’

The Maoists' leader,
known by his nom-de-
guerre, Prachanda, called
the results a "victory" as
he celebrated his win on
Saturday in the capital,
Kathmandu.

Q&A: Nepal elections
"We are fully committed
to the peace process and
multi-party  democracy
and to rebuild this coun-
try," he said.

Maoist supporters have
been holding victory pro-
cessions, with red vermil-
lion powder smeared on
their faces and red ham-

mer-and-sickle flags in
their hands.

i 1)
' ' ;
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The election for the 601-
seat assembly is a key
element in the peace deal
that ended the Maoists'
decade-long insurgency.
Although the Maoists
have not yet renounced
violence, they will almost
certainly now have to
adjust from being a party
of revolt to being a party
at the heart of govern-
ment, our correspondent
says.

Nepal held its first polls
since 1999 following the
Maoists' decision to end
their armed struggle in
2006.

King Gyanendra seized
absolute power in 2005
but was forced to give up
his authoritarian rule the
following year after
weeks of pro-democracy
protests.

He has since lost all his
powers and his command
of the army. mmm
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THIS 1S GOOOOOOD! Pass it on!
Subject: [Fwd: PRICELESS!]

'A moment I've been
dreading. George
brought his n'er-do-
well son around this
morning and asked
me to find the kid a
job. Not the political
one who lives in
Florida; the one who
hangs around here
all the time looking
shiftless. This so-
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From the REAGAN DIARIES
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'W' in his diaries, recently edited by author Doug Brinkley and published by Harper Collins

o

...... entry dated May 17, 19

Beneath the photo from the REAGAN DIARIES is an actual quote that Reagan wrote about George

called kid is already
almost 40 and has
never had a real job.
Maybe I'll call Kins-

Republic and see if
they'll hire him as a
contributing editor or
That
easy

something.
looks like

work.'

0
I
I
I
0
I
I
0
I
ley over at The New H
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<<< Continued From Page (5) ...

Foundation of Christianity

<<< Continued From Page (1) ... SEXISM IN TORAH

expansion, which in two
centuries conquered all
the lands on the Mediterra-
nean and at the time of
Christ was proceeding
from the conquest of Gaul
to subjugate Germany,
whose vigorous people
furnished such fine slaves.
It is true that the large en-
terprises of antiquity re-
sembled those of modern
times in this insatiability, in
this constant pressure to
extend the field of exploita-
tion, but there is no resem-
blance at all in the applica-
tion of the surplus which
the growing troops of
slaves furnished. The
modern capitalist, as we
have seen, must put aside
a large part of his profit for
improving and expanding
his concern if he is not to
be overtaken and beaten
by his competitors. This
was unnecessary for the
ancient slave-owner. The
technical basis on which
he produced was not
higher, but rather lower,
than that of the small
peasants he was supplant-
ing. He could therefore,
without being a spendthrift,
use all his surplus, over
the fixed costs and re-
placements of tools, cattle
and slaves, for his per-
sonal consumption.

It was possible of course
to invest money in trade
and usury or put it into
new lands, and so get
more gain, but this too
could not be applied in any
other way than in con-
sumption. The accumula-
tion of capital for the pur-
pose of producing new
means of production be-
yond a certain point would
have been senseless, for
these new means of pro-
duction could not have
been used.

The more the latifundia
supplanted the peasants,
and the greater the quanti-
ties of land and slaves that
were held by individuals,
the greater were the sur-
pluses, the treasures that
those individuals had at
their disposal and could
use for no other purpose
than their individual con-
sumption. The modern
capitalist is marked by the
drive to heap up capital;
the noble Romans of the
Empire, the time at which
Christianity arose, were
marked by love of pleas-

ure. The modern capital-
ists have accumulated
capital to an extent that
dwarfs the riches of the
richest ancient Romans.
The Croesus of all of
these was said to be
Nero's freedman Narcis-
sus, with a fortune of
some twenty million dol-
lars. What is that com-
pared to the billions of a
Rockefeller? But the ex-
penditures of the Ameri-
can billionaires, no matter
how reckless they are, are
not to be compared with
those of their Roman
predecessors who served
dishes of nightingales'
tongues and dissolved
precious pearls in vinegar.
Increasing luxury meant a
corresponding increase in

the master and the low
price of the slaves, there
was not the slightest re-
straint in the treatment of
the slaves. Moreover, for
the vast majority of the
house slaves there was
not the slightest personal
relationship with the mas-
ter; he knew most
of them. And when master
and servant came to-
gether, it was no longer at
work, which gave rise to
mutual respect, but in rev-
elry and depravity, arising
out of idleness and arro-
gance and causing mutual
contempt in master and
servants alike. The slaves
were idle and often pam-
pered, and yet defence-
less against any malicious
caprice or fit of rage. The

the number of
house slaves
used for per-
sonal service,
and the more
o) the
cheaper

slaves were.
Horace says
in one of his
satires  that
ten slaves
were the few-
est someone
living in mod-
erate circum-
stances could
get along
with. In a no-
ble household
the  number
could go up
into thou-
sands. The barbarians
were driven into the mines
and plantations, but the
well-educated slaves, es-
pecially the Creeks, were
taken into the "city family,"
the city household. Not
only cooks, clerks, musi-
cians, teachers and ac-
tors, but doctors and phi-
losophers as well were
held as slaves. In contrast
to the slaves who were
engaged in production,
these had only light ser-
vices to render. Most of
them were as big loafers
as their masters. But the
two factors which in for-
mer times had more or
less guaranteed the family
slaves good treatment

no longer existed: their
high price, and the com-
radely relationship with the
master, who worked
alongside the slave. Now,
given the great wealth of

crime of
Vedius Pollio is
well known. A
slave of his
had broken a
crystal dish,
and he had
him thrown to
the lampreys to
be eaten, as a
tidbit for the
voracious fish
he kept in a
pool.

These house
slaves consti-
tuted a notable
addition to the
unproductive
elements in
society. An-
other increase
came from
among troops of the urban
lumpenproltetarians to
which the majority of the
displaced peasants sank.
And this took place at a
time when the replace-
ment of free labor by slave
labor in many productive
activities sharply reduced
the productivity of labor.
The more members a
household had, however,
the easier it was for it to
have things made for it by
its own workers which a
small household would
otherwise have had to
buy, such as clothing and
furniture. This led to a
renewed extension of pro-
duction for the family's
own consumption. This
later form of family econ-
omy on the part of the rich
must not be confused with
the original simple family
economy that was based
on the almost total ab-

sence of commodity pro-
duction and produced the
most important and nec-
essary goods, buying only
tools and luxuries. The
second form of production
for self-consumption in the
family, as we see it at the
end of the Roman republic
and during the Empire in
rich  households, was
based on commodity pro-
duction, the production of
mines and latifundia for
the market, and itself was
aimed primarily at luxury
production.

This sort of extension of
production for self-
consumption did damage
to the free crafts, which
the industries run by
gangs of slaves in the
cities and on the latifundia
had already undermined.
Relatively the free crafts
had to retreat, that is the
proportion of Gee workers
to slave workers de-
creased even in the crafts.
Absolutely the number of
free workers might in-
crease in some trades,
because of the increase of
expenditure brought about
by an increasing demand
for paintings and statues
and objects of art, but also
for luxuries and extrava-
gances, like salves and
pomades.

Those who judge the
prosperity of a society by
its spending, and take the
narrow point of view of the
Roman Caesars and land
owners with their trains of
courtiers, artists and liter-
ary men, will think of the
social situation at the time
of the Emperor Augustus
as  brilliant.  Colossal
wealth poured into Rome
for the sole purpose of
increasing pleasure; rich
pleasure-loving rakes
reeled from party to party,
throwing their  surplus
wealth around by hand-
fuls, since by themselves
they were unable to spend
it all. Many artists and
men of learning received
substantial sums from
patrons like Maecenas;
huge buildings sprang up,
whose tremendous size
and artistic balance we
still admire; the whole
world seemed to sweat
riches at every pore--and
yet this society was al-
ready doomed to death.

her first heir, even be-
fore her sons. A daugh-
ter can inherit only if no
male heirs exist. A
mother is not an heir at
all while the father is.
Widows and daughters,
in case male children
remained, were at the
mercy of the male heirs
for provision. That is
why widows and or-
phan girls were among
the most destitute
members of the Jewish
society (1).

Every vow, and
every binding oath to
afflict the soul, her hus-
band may establish it,
or her husband may
make it void.

And
thou shalt speak unto

women and children
captive. Moses orders
them to kill everyone,
except for the virgin
girls. So they went back
and did as Moses in-
struct, killing everyone
except for the virgins.
31:1-54 Numbers:
31:15And Moses said
unto them, Have vye
saved all the women
alive?

Now therefore kill
every male among the
little ones, and kill every
woman that hath known
man by lying with him.

But all the
women children, that
have not known a man
by lying with him, keep
alive for yourselves.

31:32And the booty,

A

s

the children of Israel,
saying, If a man die,
and have no son, then
ye shall cause his in-
heritance to pass unto
his daughter.
Daughters can inherit
only if there are no
sons.If a man dies and
has no son, then his
inheritance goes to his
daughter. But if he has
a son, then the daugh-
ter gets nothing. No
mention is made of
wives, sisters, or aunts.
Daughters can inherit
only if there are no
sons.

27:8And thou shalt
speak unto the children
of Israel, saying, If a
man die, and have no
son, then vye shall
cause his inheritance to
pass unto his daughter
God loves virgins

In a battle, the Moses'
army kill all the adult
males, but take the

being the rest of the
prey which the men of
war had caught, was
six hundred thousand
and seventy thousand
and five thousand
sheep.

31:35And thirty and
two thousand persons
in all, of women that
had not known man by
lying with him.
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peasant routine. Actually
we find in countries with
large landed estates, as
among the Carthaginians
and then among the Ro-
mans, a theory of agricul-
ture that was as advanced
as in eighteenth-century
Europe. The labor force
was lacking however that
could apply this theory and

raise the large estate
above the level of the
peasant holding. Even

wage labor is inferior to
the work of the free farmer
-owner with respect to
interest and care, so that it
is profitable only where the
large estate is considera-
bly superior to the small
farm in technology. But the
slave on the large estate,
no longer a member of the
patriarchal family, is a still
more indifferent worker, in
fact one that would like to
do his master harm. Even
in domestic slavery the
slave's work was not
thought to be as produc-
tive as the work of the free
landholder. Odysseus re-
marks: "Slaves, when their
master's control is loosed,
do not even wish to work
well. Ah, the day a man's
enslaved, Zeus robs him
of half his Vir-
tue!" (Odyssey, xvii, 320 f.,
Lawrence's translation).
How much more so with
slaves that were savagely
beaten every day and
were full of desperation
and hatred toward their
master! The large estate
would have to be enor-
mously superior in technol-
ogy to the small farm to
obtain the same results
with the same number of
workers; but it was not
only not superior, but in
many ways inferior. The
slaves, mistreated them-
selves, vented all their
spite on the ox, who did
not thrive. It was just as
impossible to put fine tools
into their hands.

Marx had pointed this out.
He says of "production by
slave power":

"To use an expressive
phrase of the ancients, the
slave is merely a vocal
instrument, distinguished
only as vocal from the
beast as semivocal instru-
ment, and from the inani-
mate tool as dumb instru-
ment. But he himself is
careful to let both beast
and tool know that he is of

<<

a different order from
them, that he is a man. He
has the self- satisfaction of
convincing himself that he
is different, by misusing
the beast and damaging
the tool. Consequently, it
is a universal principle in
production by slave labour
that none but the rudest
and heaviest implements
shall be used, such tools
as are difficult to damage
owing to their sheer clum-
siness. In some of the
slave states of the Ameri-
can Union, those border-
ing on the Gulf of Mexico,
the only ploughs used
were constructed upon an
old Chinese model;
ploughs which burrowed
into the soil like a pig or a
mole, but did not cut a
furrow and turn the earth
over. ... In A Journey in
the Seaboard States, Olm-
sted writes: 'l am here
shown tools that no man
in his senses, with us,
would allow a labourer, for
whom he was paying
wages, to be encumbered
with; and the excessive
weight and clumsiness of
which, | would judge,
would make work at least
ten per cent greater than
those ordinarily used with
us. And | am assured that,
in the careless and clumsy
way they must be used by
the slaves, anything lighter
or less rude could not be
furnished them with good
economy, and that such
tools as we constantly
give our labourers and find
our profit in giving them,
would not last out a day in
a Virginia cornfield--much
lighter and more free from
stones though it be than
ours. So, too, when | am
asked why mules are so
universally substituted for
horses on the farm, the
first reason given, and
confessedly the most con-
clusive one, is that horses
cannot bear the treatment
that they must always get
from the Negroes; horses
are always soon foun-
dered or crippled by them,
while mules will bear
cudgelling, or lose a meal
or two now and then, and
not be materially injured,
and they do not take cold
or get sick if neglected or
overworked. But | do not
need to go further than to
the window of the room in
which | am writing, to see

Continued From Page (1) ...

at almost any time treat-
ment of cattle that would
ensure the immediate
discharge of the driver by
almost any farmer owning
them in the North!
" (Capital, Vol. I, Eden and
Cedar Paul translation,
London, 1928, P- '91).
Unintelligent, half-hearted,
malicious, glad of any
chance to do harm to their
hated tormentor, the slave
labor of the latifundia pro-
duced far less than peas-
ant farms. In the first cen-
tury AD. Pliny was al-
ready pointing out how
fruitful the fields of Italy
had been when generals
were not ashamed to do
their own farming, and
how refractory Mother
Earth became when she
was turned

holder
tenant.
P&éhimann in his
Geschichte des antihen
Kommunismus und
Sozialismus cites among
other things "The Com-
plaint of the Poor Man
against the Rich Man"
from the pseudo-
Quintilian's  collection of
declamations; in it the
spread of the latifundia is
well depicted. An impover-
ished peasant walils:
"I was not always the
neighbor of a rich man.
Round about there was
many a farm with owners
alike in wealth, tilling their
modest lands in
neighborly harmony. How
different is it now! The
land that once fed all
these citizens is

to a dependent

over to
chained and
branded

slaves to
mistreat. This
sort of agri-
culture might
give a
greater sur-
plus than
peasant

farms in
some cases,
but it could
not by any
means  sup-

port as many
men in well-
being. Mean-
while, all
through the
wars  during
which Rome kept the
whole Mediterranean
world in constant unrest,
the slave economy kept
expanding and the peas-
ant class kept sinking; for
war brought rich booty to
the great landowners who
conducted it, new tracts of
land and countless cheap
slaves.

Thus we find in the Ro-
man Empire an economic
evolution that externally
bears a striking resem-
blance to modern develop-
ments: decline of small
enterprise, advance of
large enterprises and still
quicker growth of large
landed estates, the latifun-
dia, which dispossesses
the peasants and, where
they do not replace him by
plantations or

some such extensive form
of cultivation, at least re-
duce him from a free land-

now a single
huge plantation,
belonging to a
single rich man.
His estate has
extended its
boundaries on
every side; the
peasant houses
it bhas swal-
lowed up have
been razed to
the ground, and
the shrines of
their fathers
destroyed. The
old owners
have said fare-
well to their
tutelary  gods
and gone far
away with their
wives and children. Mo-
notony reigns over the
wide plain. Everywhere
riches close me in, as if
with a

wall; here there is a gar-
den of the rich man's,
there his fields, here his
vineyard, there his woods
and stacks of grain. | too
would gladly have de-
parted, but | could not find
a spot of land where |
would not have a rich man
for my neighbor. Where
does one not come up
against the rich man's
private property? They are
not content any longer to
extend their domains so
far that they are bounded
by natural boundaries,
rivers and mountains, like
whole countries. They lay
hold even of the furthest
mountain wildernesses
and forests. And nowhere
does this grasping find an

Foundation of Christianity

end and a limit until the
rich  man comes up
against another rich man.
And this too shows the
contempt the rich have for
us poor, that they do not
even take the trouble to
deny it when they have
used violence on us." (Il
p. 582 f.).

Poéhimann sees in this a
picture of the tendencies
of "extreme capitalism in
general." But the similarity
of this development with
modern capitalism and its
concentration of capital is
purely external; it is thor-
oughly misleading to
equate the two. If we go
deeper into the matter, we
shall find a complete con-
tradiction between them.
First, the tendency to-
wards concentration, the
drive to replace smaller
enterprises by larger ones
and have the small busi-
ness depend on the own-
ers of great wealth, is
most conspicuous in in-
dustry today, and much
less so in agriculture; in
ancient times, it was the
reverse. Today the victory
of big business over small
business is done through
competition, which brings
out the greater productivity
of enterprises with power-
ful machines and equip-
ment. In antiquity it took
place through the crippling
of the free peasants, who
were crushed by military
service, and by the greater
cheapness of the labor
power that large-scale
importation  of  slaves
made available to those
who had money; and fi-
nally by means of usury
(which we shall come
back to)--all factors that
decreased the productivity
of labor instead of raising
it. The prerequisites for
the development and ap-
plication of machine pro-
duction were lacking in
antiquity. Free craftsman-
ship had not yet devel-
oped to the point where it
could provide large num-
bers of free skilled labor,
ready to hire themselves
out for wages on a perma-
nent basis; but these are
the only labor forces capa-
ble of producing machines
and making their applica-
tion possible. There was
therefore no incentive for
thinkers and inventors to
create machines, which

would not have been ap-
plied in practice. But once
machines have been in-
vented that can be used
successfully in production,
and large free labor forces
appear, pressing to be
employed in the produc-
tion and application of
machines, the machine
becomes one of the most
powerful weapons in the
competition of the entre-
preneurs against each
other. As a consequence
machines are constantly
perfected and enlarged,
the productivity of labor
rises, and with it the sur-
plus over wages that it
produces; but also so
does the need rise to col-
lect, to accumulate, a part
of this surplus in order
therewith to obtain new
and better machines, and
the need to expand the
market continually, since
the improved machinery
keeps supplying a larger
production to be disposed
of. The result is that capi-
tal grows continually. The
production of means of
production occupies a
larger and larger place in
the capitalist mode of pro-
duction. In order to dis-
pose at a profit of the in-
creased quantity of con-
sumption goods that the
increased means of pro-
duction create, capitalism
must constantly find new
markets; and it can be
said to have conquered
the entire world in the
course of a single century,
the nineteenth.

The course of develop-
ments in antiquity was
quite different. As we
have seen, only the crud-
est tools could be put into
the hands of the slaves on
the large estates, and only
the roughest and least
intelligent workers used
there. It was only by hav-
ing slaves extremely
cheap that the large es-
tates could realize any
profit at all. This created
constant pressure for war,
on the part of the owners
of large estates, as the
most effective way to get
cheap slaves, and toward
the constant expansion of
the state's territories.
From the time of the Punic
Wars this was one of the
most powerful incentives
of the Roman program of

Continued On Page (6)
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ROWSHANGAR SUBSCRIPTION FROM
Six Months [ One Year

Canada (Canadian dollar) $30 $55
Europe (Euro) €25 €45
Rest (U.S Dollar) $60 $110
For the 1°. Extra copy add $5 $10
For more copies add $3 $6

for each

You can deposit your fee to our bank accounts or write
your check or money order to Rowshangar in American or
Canadian dollar only. Checks should have been issued by
either American or Canadian banks.

To pay by credit card please call : 773-656 9107

Six month [ one year ]
Name S nnal ha L -

COUNKY v
You can either mail the form or fill it on the Rowshangar’s
website and e-mail it to us.
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ply and Install
Carpet, Hardwood, Ceramic, Lami-
nate, Vinyl
Sanding and finish hardwood
Residential & Commercial

Tel: 905-812 1874
17 Queen street North unit #A2
Mississauga,ON
Intersection Mississauga, Rd +
Britannia, Rd
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Tel: (416) 466 4803 or 1-866 302 2969 Fax: (416] 466947
[h@[ﬂ][m WHEM[[\\I] 6' 43 57 3199 Danforth Ave & (Danforth & Pharmecy)
Scarborough, On M1LLB8

arauto@belinet.ca




