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'~ Tt was an extraordinary time. There had never been a time like it before, nor could there ever be a
time like it again. It was the world's first socialist revolution and as such it had no precedents. They
were doing something that had never been done before, opening up a new line of historical
development. There seemed to be unlimited scope for human creativity in this monumental enterprise
of building from scratch a whole new social order. The air was alive with possibilities and everything

was up for grabs. It was challenging and exhilarating.
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3 To expand his empire, the czar dragged 10 million peasants into World War I's bloody slaughter.
One and a half million people had been killed by March 1917, and another 4 million maimed. The
country was <US (jlea
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